[25 Feeruary, 1915.]

TLegislative Hssembly,
Thursday, 25th February, 1915.

Piorx

Papers presented - 1745
Questions: Agency Geneml Sav oy House ... 1745
Electoral Act Ofence ., . . 1745
Londs Officers truusferred 1745

Wheat Price, Grain and Foodstuff Board | 1745
Miners® Reliaf Scheme ... 1745
Steel Reinforcement for Genernl Post Office 1746
Select Committes, Whaling License v 1746
Joint Select Comwmittes, Money Billa Pracedure 1746
Loan Estimates, gennml delate .. 1748
Bills : ApproBrltmou all slages 178k
Vermin Boards Act Ainendment, Request
for Confereuce .. - - 1780
Loan, £2,85 1,000, 2R., Com 8r. ... L7800
Ad]ournment apeel.al e . 1791

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers,

PAPERS PRESENTED,

By the Honorary Minister: By-laws
of the Municipality of Carnarvon.

By the Attorney General: TFurther
papers in connection with the Allatt
case.

QUESTION—AGENCY GENERAL,
SAVOY HOUSE,

Mr. B. B. JOHNSTON asked the Pre-
mier: 1, What has been the total eost to
the State {o date of Savoy House, London?
2, What is the annual rental of same?
3, When does the lease expire?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Purchase
price, £15,000; alterations, forniture,
ete., £2,640 1s. 4d.; total, £17,640 1s. 4d.
2, Ground rent is £600. 3, Crown lease
expires 1957.

QUESTION—ELECTORAL ACT
OFFENCE.

Allatt Case.

Hon. J. MITCHELL asked the Attor-
ney General: Will he lay upoa the Table
of the Hounse any further correspondence
he may have in addition to that already
before the House in connection with the
Allatt case?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
Yes.

1745

QUESTION—LANDS OFFICERS
TRANSFERRED,

Hon. J. MITCHELL asked the Min-
ister for Lands: 1, Have any officers of
the Lands Department been transferred
temporarily or permanently to any other
Government Departments? 2, If so, how
many, and to whieh Departments?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Forty-four. Tempor-
arily transferred to other departments,
as follows:—Farmers’' Assistance Board,
25 (ineluding 16 inspeectors); Water
Supply Depoartment, 11; Tazation, 5;
Workers' Homes Board, 2; Agricultaral
Department, 1.

QUESTION—WHEAT FPRICE, GRAIN
AND FTOODSTUFF BOARD.

Mr. THOMSON asked the Premier:
1, Is it a fact that the price fixed by the
Grain and Foodstuff Board for wheat
was less than the price ruling at the
place where and at the time when the
wheat was acquired? 2, If this is the
case, will he request tke Board to alter
the price to that ruling at the time
when and where it was aequired? 3, If
the answer to Questions Nos, 1 and 2 is
#‘No,’” will he advise the House what
is the interpretation placed by the board
on Subsection (3) of Section 13 of ‘‘The
Grain and Foodstuf Act, 1915°°%

The PREMIER replied: 1, Generally
speaking—No. In a few cases, in certain
places, the price fixed by the Board may
have been slightly under the inflated
price at the time of acquisition. 2, No, but
the seller has the right of appeal, should
he be dissatisfied, to the Royal Commis-
sion for the Control of Trade. 3, In
forming omne general basic price the
Board took many factors into comsider-
ation, and had due regard to the econtext
of Subsection (3) of Seetion 13 of *‘The
Grain and Foodstuff Aet.”

QUESTION—MINERS’' RELIEF
SCHEME,
Mr. HEITMANN asked the Honorary
Minister; In regard to the Miners’ Re-
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lief scheme, which is being subsidised by
the Government, will men suffering from
the effect of mining, but who have left
that oceupation for some time, be eligible
io apply for assistance?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOQOD (Honor-
ary Minister} replied: This is a matter
which must first be considered by the
Board appointed to administer the Min-
ers’ Relief scheme.

QUESTION—STEEL,  REINFORCE-
MENT FOR NEW GEN]:LRAL
POST OFFICE.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS asked the Minister
for Works: 1, Is it not a fact that ex-
haustive tests have been made by the
officials of the Works Department ag to
the strength of the ‘‘Johnson’’ brand of
steel reinforcement? 2, Is it manufac-
tured loecally? 3, What officer was it
who specified ‘‘Clinton’’ reinforeement
for the new post office building in Perth?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, No; but tests are now being
made by the Works Department, pre-
vious tests having been made by the
Water Supply and Sewerage Depart-
ment. 2, Yes. 3, Clinton’s reinforee-
ment was specified at the suggestion and
with the approval of the Department of
Home Affairs.

SFLECT COMMITTEE, WHALING
LICENSE.
Futension of Time.
On motion by Mr. HOLMAN the tirae
for bringing up the report was extended
until the 2nd Mareh,

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE,
MONEY BILLS PROCEDURE.
Report presented.

Mr. HOLMAN brought up the report
of the Joint Select Committee appointed
te inquire into the procedure on Money

Bills.

Report received and read.

[ASSEMBLY.]

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1814-15,
In Committee.

Resumed from the previons day; Mr.
Holman in the Chair.

Vote—Deparimental, £93,092:

Hon. J. MITCHELI, (Northam)
[4.43]: In approaching the question of
spending money, whether it he public
funds or private funds the greatest eare
and the utmost eirenmspection are essen-.
tial. One onfortunate event has led on
to another so rapidly during the past
seven months, that great trouble has heen
caused throughout the eommunity, While
it is frne that to some cxtent we have
suffered and are suffering on account of
the war, there 1s also serious trouble
arising from other quarters. e must
al) admit that The great duty of this
Tarliament is to provide work for the
people: there can be no gainsaying that.
To dnte, notwithstanding all that bas
heen said, there lias not heen o great dea
of unemployment. Unauestionably, we
have had some trouble, and will until the
war is over continue to meet with trouble,
as regards unemployment. I submit thatin
considering the expenditure of publie
money, we should keep hefore wus the
areat consideration that the State must
ind work for its people. With regard
to the two proposals hefore the House
vesterday, I am of opinion that the loan
proposals are of far greater importance,
and that the proper expenditure of loan
funds js most likely to result in the great-
est good to our people generally, and to
those out of work partieularly. The
spending of monev as proposed by
these Loan Estimates will result in the
providing of work far more speedily,
and. moreover, the providing of more
permanent werk, than any other means
can effect. The Premier has told us that
the money represented by the Loan Esti-
mates is available. The hon, gentleman
bas informed us that he has arranged for
that money, and ean obtain it. The works
here proposed ecan, therefore, be pat in
hand right away. These Fstimates in-
clle work for the farmer and for every
ather seetton of the commuonity. Tf the
works appearing on these Estimates are
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1rut in hand at once, we need have no
fuar for the fulure of our wage earners
for some coosiderable time. However,
wu cannot view the position to-day us
we viewed it yesterday. Yesterday we

passed a Bill setling up a new prineiple -

of taxation—the taxation of the many
for ihe benefit of the few. No great
good ecan ecome of a Bill of that nature.
The railways menfioned in the Estimates
are all urgenily needed if the people are
to remain on the land. Without those
railways there can be no ewployment,
and every man along the proposed route
must suffer, Those railways should be
built without delay. Unfortunately there
is no railway for the South-West. The
Busselton-Margaret River railway line
shounld certainly have been ineluded. We
have already taken over 27 miles of a
railway runping from Karridale to a
point where the Busselton - Margaret
River line will junction. Can there be
any sense in keeping a staff at Iarridale
fo run thig short lenglh when, by build-
g those few miles of railway, we could
open up an iminense area of fertile coun-
try? Our harbours, too, are essential.
and we must keep on improving them at
each of our csiablished ports. 1 noticé
provision made for abatioirs and freezing
works af Wyndham. T am enfirely in
accord with that, We shall rever have
cheap and salisfactory meat in the
metropolitan area nntil these works are
completed. Out of this enormous sum,
surely we can find money to carry those
works, at anyv rate very far on the way.
The sum of £60,000 is provided for a
smelter at Ravensthorpe, but apart from
this the amount to he expended on
mining is much less than it shonld be. T
object to some of the expenditure ap-
pearing under the heading of “Other
Undertakings.” Take, for instance, State
hotels. Ts this a time at which to bnild
State hotels? Two are propesed for
Corrigin and Bolgart. There ean be very
little husiness to he done at those centres
in these times of depression.

The Attorney General: Bolgart is a
very good centre. TWe have abtained a
provisianal license there,
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Hon. J. MITCHELL But you should
not have done so. Af any rate I am
@olngr to vote against the item, for this
is not the {ime to be building State hotels.

The Attorney General: It is just the
time fto keep public works going.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes, special and
necessary public works. This is neither
special nor necessary. It ought not to
appear on the Estimates. ‘e have a
suflicient number of hotels in the State.

Hon. . Frank Wilson: Let them spend
the profits of the State hotels on new
lrotels.

Hon, J, MITCHELL: Perhaps that
would be aceceptable to all. Tn addition
to the State hotels we have £100,000 for
workers’ homes. T am not sure that this
is a time to set aside that amount of
money for the purpose. Loan funds
should bhe so expended as to give con-
tinugus work. When we build a railway
we provide far more work for the resi-
dents along the line than for those who
merely build the railway, but when we
grect workers’ homes we provide only
temporary employment. We have bnilt
a large pumber of those homes, and to-
day there are more houses in the metro-
polifan area than are vequired. T have
no ohjection to the principle of building
workers’ homes. but there is a time for

‘all things, and the ohligation upon us to-

day is to provide the maximum employ-
ment. The best thing that eould be done
with this £100.000 would be to give it to
Mr. Paterson. to be loaned out through
the Agrienltural Bank to the people on
the land. We have a large sum set aside
for the implement works. Tt is gradu-
ally coming to be seen that they are not
implement works at all, but merely re-
pairing shops.  They make a few agri-
eultural implements. but only an insig-
nifieant number as eompared with the re-
rairs they earrv out. They do the work
and charge the departments anything
they please, Wherever day lahour is eni-
ployed we have to pay through the nose,
and I helieve we are paying far more for
the work done in those repair shops than
is reasonable. T cannot see how 600 men
can be employed repairing Government
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wachirery, dredges, and other plant of

the class, .
Mr. Bolton: That is a bald statement.
Hon. J.MITCHELL: We have the

balance sheet, which shows a loss, not-

withstanding that they charge what they -

please for the work done. If Minisiers
were frank about the thing we should
know just where we stand. We are to
spend £26.000 on ferries. T suppose that
1s partly for the new boal whieh, I under-
sland, iz not as satisfactory as she might
be. Sawmills are to absorh raore money,
and in fact all our trading concerns are
provided for on these Estimates. Is this
a time al which to extend operations in
those directions? There is to he assist-
ance {o farmers, direct and through the
Agricullural Bank, but this is very dif-
ferent from the expenditure under ihe
headings to which T have referred. The
farmers will be compelled to pay interest
on the money loaned. T am sorry that
more money is not to he found for the
development of the South-West.  The
Minister will find down there ample scope
for his energies and plenty of room for
his mistakes as well as his snecesses.

The Minister for Tands: T have been
kept pretty busy rectifying your mistakes
to date.

Hon. J. MITCHELT: I made no mis-
takes at all. It is nngenerous in the } in.
ister to tell hon. membhers that he is still
rectifying my misiakes.

The Minister for Mines: Nothing very
gericus; only a few minor mistakes.

Hen. J. MITCHELL: The inexperi-
enced are ever willing to rush in where
angels fear to tread. These gentlemen
opposite are never tired of saying that
those on this side made mistakes when in
office. What does the hon. member for
South Fremantle (Mr. Bolton) know
about the South-IWest, ontside the howl-
ing green at Bunbury?

Alr. Bolton: I know what the farmers
think of your mistakes, notwithstanding
vour halo.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We made no
mistakes, althongh we did a vast amount
of preliminary work in the Sonth-West,
improving the rivers. introducing tree-
pullers, extending the operations of the
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Agricultural Bank dowar there and ap-
pointing Mr. Connor, Mr, Moody, Mr.
Seott, and other experts who are carry-
ing on the great work of encouraging the
settlers there.

Mr. Bolton: Do not forget the cows
and goais yon imported. Some of them
required examining before they left the
East, ‘

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The bon, mem-
ber requires examining now, Everything
we did down there is still going, although
of course in a much smaller way. On
(hese Estimates we have £3,000 set aside
in order that the Minister may import
cows from the Tast, cows not nearly as
good as those I brought in. What, then,
does the hon. member complain 0f? He
does not know one end of a ecow from
the other, The state of the country to-
day is due to the fact that the land set-
tlement we initiated has been stopped,
—not because of the drought, for it was
stopred hefore the drought.

The Minister for Works: Do you he-
lieve that the drought did not stop it?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: 1 say it stopped
before the drought was on us.

The Minister for Works: The drought
was in 1911-12,

Non. J. MITCHELL: T was drawn off
the track hy members saving T did no-
thing. 1In the past T was accused of
doing too much. Let Ministers do one-
hundredth part of what T did, and it
would be satisfactory, but T do not wish
to discuss the matter of the South-West
further.

The Mmnister for Lands: We are not
nezlecting the South-West,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Then why do you
nat give Sussex a shoek?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Iet us come to
the railways and see what Ministers have
done. We are asked to vote £2.850,000.
This will mean £140.000 a vear in in-
terest, We must realise that all the
works cannot be carried out at onee, and
we must realise that our financial posi-
tion is deplorable. The member for Bun-
hury ihe other night said that we were
taxed to the extent of 26s. per head, but
if the hon, member will {urn up the siate-
ment he will see {hat we are tazed very
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much higher than that. That may be the
amount in the column of laxation, but
we are paying to the Treasury in various
ways something like £16 per head per
annum.  Of course it is not in direct
faxation.

The Minister for Lands: When you

pay to the Midland Railway Company
for services rendered, is that taxation?
. Hon. J. MITCHELL: Tt is not taxa-
tion in the ordinary sense, but it is laxa-
lion when the charges are much higher
than they ought to be; when they charge
an_excess rate. 1 want fo know where
this interest that I have pointed oul is to
come from. Yesterday we passed a Bill
which will tax the people to the tune of
£200,000, but withont this Bill we could
have found all the work that was re-
quired. DMinisters have decided other-
wise, and they are going to ask the peo-
ple to pay both ways. Would it not have
been beiter to have dealt with the Loan
Estimnates first, so that the House would
have been in possession of the facts,

The Attorney General: The Taxation
Bill was gone on with at the renuest of
yonr leader.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: T am not going
fo oppose those Estimates. I am going
te support them, but T want to point out
what the expenditure and the taxation
mean, and I want the Treasurer to say
where he is going to get £140,000 addi-
tional interest from, in addition to the
inlerest he will have to find on the loan,
The Premier in bringing forward his
taxation proposal was listening to the
giamour of the noisy few. The Premier
oughi to be the first man to know how
much loan money has heen expended. In
three years the Premier has spent loan
money to the amount of £10,716,000,
which means £33 per head of the popula-
tion.

Hon. Frank Wilson: That is the in-
crease.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes; and during
the three years when the leader of the
Opyposition was Premier, or had control,
we borrowed £11 per head of the popu-
lation, and people were more prosperous
then than they have been sinee or are
ever likely to be while the present Min-
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istry remain on the Treasury bench. Tf
we borrow this enormous sum we have to
find the increased interest Bill, which in
tliree years has amounted fo 50 per cent.
Is that not a serious matter?

The Minister for Lands: Does the
hon, member advocate the stoppage of
borrowing then?

Hon. J, MITCHELL: I do not.

The Minister for Lands: Then what
are we to do?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Return to the
sysiem of prosperity. The Ministers have
horrowed in three years, money which
means the expenditure of one-third of the
total interest bill, and yet the people
clamour for special taxation in order that
they may have work. This investment of
ten millions of woney is producing very
little additional profit while the interest
bill has inereased 30 per cent. The in-
terest earned has not inereased by one-
tenth. Ts that not a serious matter? Min-
isters know tbai we must have trouble
to finance Lhis country for a considerable
time to come. The Federal Treasurer is
everlastingly wanting more money from
vs, and his opportunity for direct taxa-
tion is restricted. Ministers must remem-
her that they must have regard to econ-
omy, vet knowing all this, there is an ad-
ditional expendifure in interest of half
a million, and Ministers want the House
to believe that they shonid have the
right to go on spending in the same lavish
way as in lhe past.

The Minister for
against borrowing?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: According to
ihe Labonr plaiform money mnst be bor-
rowed for works that pay interest and
sinking fund.

The Minister for Lands: Then you
would stop construeting agrienltural rail-
ways?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: No, there are
paying agricultural lines. The result of
the working of the spur lines is a profit
tn the railway sysiem.

AMr. Bolton: You are absolutely wrong.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T am not. The
general railway system would not have
had one-tenth of the hundreds of thous-
ands of pounds of wheal which was ear-

Mines: Are vou




1750

ried last year execpt for these spur lines.
The method of caiculalion by the Rail-
way Department is unfair. 1 have al-
ready stated that I support this loan ex-
penditure as a means of finding work, It
is the only way in which money should
be spent to find work. If I had the op-
portunity of deciding belween this means
of finding work and the Government
special tax I should support the loan
money expenditure, Still in the expen-
diture of loan moneys we are entitled to
have economy,

The Minister for Mines:
what direction.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: When lines were
built in the days before the leader of the
Opposition left office we added to the
general indebtedness £3,000 for every mile
of railway laid, and for rolling stock;
in faet for all purposes, not only for the
building of the lines.

The Minister for Mines: The building
of the lines and the rolling stock?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes, the equip-
ment.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: We cannot get
the trucks yet.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: We find that
immediately the present Ministers got
control of the Treasnry bench each mile
of railway cost, not £3,000, but £6,000.

The Atlorney Geueral: Some-of that
£6.000 was spent in putting vour lines
in proper order.

Hon, ¥rank Wilson: That won't wash.

The Attorney General: They did wash
before we took coptrol; some of them
washed away.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, helf a
million was spent in rolling stock which
you did not provide.

Hon, Frank Wilson: We ordered it all.

The Minister for Lands: We bad fo
place over 100 new engines on the railway
syslem,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Suppose you had,

The Minister for liines: That is res-
yonsible for a great deal of expenditure.

Hon. Frank Wilson: When we took
oftice over 50 engines were lying in dock.
and we bad to rebuild them.

The Minister for Mines: Not a new
engine was put on the road.

Indieate in
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Hon., IFrank Wilson: That does not
make £3,000 a mile.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: The expendi-
ture by the Government on railways in
three years was three and a balf millions.
I ask, why was it that the cost per mile
went uap to £6,0007 If he ecuts off his
rolling stock altogether, we have £5,000
instead of £2.000 as in our time.

The Minister for Mines: Where do you
suggest this has gone?

Hon. J. MITCHEILL: The Minister is
there (o tell us.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Your confounded
day labour system does this, Let a few
eontracis and see what a difference there
will be.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Minister
asks how it 15 this has happened, and
where the money has gone, The loss 1s
due to Ministerial incapacity. We know
that one thing leads to another, one ex-
travagance to another, one stupidily to
anolher, and that all these mistakes have
to be paid for.  There are thousands
of items of extravagance. Show me where
there is nol extravagance? There is waste
all along the line. They have done their
work under the day labour system, and
this is the source of all their financial
troubles. They are paying far more for
ail services than they should pay. If the
Minister will inquire he will find that the
York to Greenhills and the Greenhills to
Quairading lines cost per mile £1,426,
under our system, and tbat the Quairad-
ing-Nunagin line cost £2.000 under that
of the late Vinister for Works, making
a difference of £600. The grade between
Quairading and Nunagin is a very easy
one indeed,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Our grades on
the lines were heavier than those met
with by this Government,

The Minister for Mines: If so, then
vou have some sort of a case; but I do
not think it is so.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: This (overn-
ment spent £600 more per mile, and pro-
vided exactly the same econveniences as
were provided by the late Government..

The Minister for Mines: Not ihe same
conveniences,
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Hon. J. MITCHELL: And our rail-
ways did better work. There are the same
rails, the same sleepers, the same ballast
and the same culverts, and yel there is
this difference in cost of construection.
Then we have opened 112 miles of rail-
way during 1914.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They have kept
back the Wongan Hills-Mullewsa railway.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes. This
railway line ought to bave been con-
structed fong ago; it has been dragging
on for three ycars under the day ‘abour
system, We do not know what the cost
has been, but we know what the cost to
the settlers has been, For a year, at least,
the settlers had bad to pay high freights
becaunse the work has not been completed.
I£ the Minister continues to stick to the
day labonr system, the country must eon-
tinue to pay; and as long as the Minister
liolds to this system, so long will the
country have to pay twice as much as it
should. I believe this line, however, is to
be opened on the 1st March. I congratu-
late -the hon. Mr. Patrick, to whose in-
terest in the line this is due. I advise the
(Government 1o go back to the system
which oblained before their time. 1f men
are wanting work, let the Government get
contracts going and absorb those who are
out of employment. Before a Labour
Minister went into the Public Works De-
partment, the work for the most part
was let by contract. The method was in-
stituted of having a day labour system
in competition with a contract system.
We found that was an excellent means
of getting good work done at reasonable
cost, The present Ministers, however,
abandoned the contract system and fell
back upon the day labour system, with
the result we have seen. The Attorney
General asks about trading eoncerns,
State steamers, the saw mills, the brick
yards and so forth. Thousands of pounds
have been spent on these concerns, and
here again we are losing a great deal of
money. Ministers do not hesitate to in-
terfere with the activities of other peeple.
They believe in bleeding the fat man,
with the exception, perhaps, of the Min-
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ister for Mines, who, aceording to his
statement last night will not do this. Min-
isters interfere with these activities, and
yet offer no substitute in return, If they
were to offer some return for the work
they deter people from doing, there might
be something in it. I would like to point
out that if we allow the Government to
go on in this extravagant fashion, spend-
ing twice as moch money as they should
in providing the conveniences that we
must have, we shall be for the next 3¢
years, until the loans are paid off, com-
pelled to pay far more than is reasonable,
Of course we cannot build a railway line
at greatly increased cost without having
to pay higher rates for using that line.
Hon. members of both sides of the House
should insist on the Government building
these lines cheaper and insist npon .the
contract system being adopted, as the day
labour system is so unsatisfactory, Min-
isters ought to consider the fact that our
wheat growers have sold two million
pounds worth of wheat less this year
than they did last year. Farmers, there-
fore, are £2,000,000 worse off than if
they had last year’s crop.

The Attorney General: And yet you
expeet the country to be as buoyant as
hefore.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: The pastoralists
are also £300,000 or £400,000 worse off
than they were.

The Minister for Mines: But you sug-
west that all the troubles of the State are
due to the Government. Surely this
£2,000,000 has something to do with
them.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I say that the
Government must see that these people
receive some consideration, They cannot
he expecled to pay the same amount of
laxulion and bear the same burdens as
they could in normal times,

Mr, Foley: Yon are not blaming the
Labour Government for the bad season.

Hon. J, MITCHELL: Oh, no; but I
wish to point out that the Government
must give the people time to recover.
When we considered additional taxation
the olber night, every member on the
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other side of the Chamber jumped at the
chance of piling a tax on the people.
Now, in authorising this expenditure, we
are of course building up further contri-
butions from the people, There is mo
doubt that the State is suffering from
financial exhaustion, This is due very
largely to the extravaganee of the Gov-
ernment.

The Atlorney General: To the bad
season.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: The financial ex-
hanstion is due to the Government, as is
also the want of money at the Treasury.
It is also due to the contracts which they
made with Bethell over the- powellising
of sleepers, It is also due to their cattle
dealing and to their countless blunders,
as well as to the want of interest they
have shown in the administration of the
affairs of the eountry.

Mr. Foley: Would you be prepared to
pui on a tax on education if it would re-
duce the deficit.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I am sorry to
hear the lon., member say he believes
in a tax on eduncation.

Mr. Foley: Would your party be pre-
pared to pay a tax on every child at-
tending sehool if it would do away with
the deficit?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Why, we should
be taxing the baby. Indeed, under the
Bill passed through last night we should
be taking the pennies from babies
every time they were taken to s picture
show.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member is dealing with the Loan Esti-
mates. The Bill passed through last
night should not be discussed again.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Bui for that
Bill 1 should have been still more aeti-
vely supporting the Loan proposals of
the Government. I do support the Loan
proposals, but I wish to give my reasons
why I find it difficult to do so. I am
surprised that members of this House
have shown people so little consideration.
Yot only members sitiing opposite, but
members of the Country Party, think
there is no end to our ability to pay-
Responsibilities have been heaped upon
the people year by year ever sinece the
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(fovernment eame into power. We have
exhausted, I believe, our right to fax
for some time to come. I de not think
we should be expected to face additional
taxation. 1 would remind bon. metnbers,
particnlarly those sitting on my left,
that this sort of thing will probably
go on for ancther three years.

Mr, B, J. Stubbs: Whai has addition-
al taxation got to do with the Loan Es-
timates ¢

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The leader of
the Country party told the House last
night that he would give all his time
to saving the State. If the Country
Party will but look into the finaneial
administration of the Government they
will realise that they could keep them
up to the collar if they would only sii
in direet opposilion to the (Government.
Think of the effect if a solid body of 24
members were to oppose the 25 on the
side of the Government. We should
then be listened to, and economy would
be practised, and right would be done.
But we are not listened to. Our voices
are not even heard by members oppos-
ite. They know they can beat us every
time. It is unfortunate that the only one
body of the House standing between the
wreckers and Lhe people is this small
body—the Liberal Party.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Yon might well say
small; it is the first time you have been
correct.

Hon., J. MITCHELL: It will not be
always s0. As our friends become more
experienced they will see more deeply
into the eontrol of Ministers and be able

te show QMinisters just what they
are made of. It is not, of course,
a question of sentiment. Tt is a
serious bunsiness. Tt is the busi-
ness of the head as well as of
the heart. Of course, no one ean help

admiring the heart of the leader of the
Country Party.

Mr. Foley: Do yor reckon he spoke
aright?

Hon.,J. MITCHELL: I did not say so.
The eountry is looking for sound admin-
istration, and demands it. The country
also requires the Premier to go carefully
into the expenditure of this money.
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The Premier: We are all sound.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Hon. members
do net like the truth. They do not
want to be reminded of their ex-
travagances, It is the duty of hon.
members when oceasion offers to
put up with eriticism. These Estimates
provide an opportunity for criticism all
along the line. Every item of the Esti-
mates might well be eriticised. The
powellising contract with Bethell, the
State trams, and pumerons ether items
might be critieised.

Mr, Foley: And the phospbate com-
pany ¥

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes, and the
phosphate company. We are not eriti-
cising the Government unnecessarily,
and we are poing to pass the Loan Esti-
mates. I do hope that in the expenditure
of the money due regard will be given to
economy, and that the best possible results
will be got for every pound spent. I
have pointed ont where extravaganee is
to be found, and I demand tha} the Pre-
mier change his ways. He should spend
his money more carefully.

Mr. Heitmann: And give
drink.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: This is not a
question of German lager?

Mr. Heitmann: Youn are not prepared
to come outside and make that remark,
von dirty skunk.

The CHATRMAN: Order !
member must withdraw.

Mr. Heitmann: There is an anima] in
America whiech exudes vile stuff:

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

yMr. Heitmann: I will punch him on
the nose if he comes ontside.

The CHAIRMAN: Tf the hon. mem-
ber objects to the remark of another
bon. member, he should eall my atfen-
tion to it. I will not allow to pass any
remark to which another member takes
exception.

Mr. Heitmann:
Chair.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T bhad no inten-
tion of hurting the hon. member’s feel

ings.

up the

The hon.

I apologise to the
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Mr. Heitmann: It is your usnal way.
It is worthy of the TWest Australian,

Hon, J. MITCHELL: T bad vo inten-
tion of hurting the hon. member’s feel-
ings.

Mr. Heitmann: Then why the refer-
ence?

Hon, Frapk Wilson: You made the
first reference to lignor yourself.

Mr. Heitroann: And you repeated it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Oh, go and bag
yourself.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Now this inci-
dent has blown over, may I, in conelu-
sion, say I have never seen Estimates
that bave provided more generally for
the needs of the State than do these. I
congratulate the Premier to that extent.
He has endeavoured to meet the wants of
every class of the community, and in
doing that he is entirely right. As soon
as the Estimates ave throngh, I trust the
works will be gone on with in order that
the mueh needed employment may be
found., The expenditure will relieve the
sitnation for every class of the com-
munity,

The Minister for Works: A lot of the
money has been spent.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The sum of
£1,900,000 up to the lst Jamuary. It is
a considerable amount, but it was badly
needed. I believe we will have a good
season and that when the weather breaks,
as the Honorary Minister would say, and
the result of the erop is in the pockets of
the people, there will not be so much need
for State expenditure.

Mr, Willmott: It is a long way to Tip-
perary.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The expenditure
is required just mow, but I believe that
relief from some of our finaneial trou-
bles is in sight.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-
Narrogin) [5.35]: 1 notice that the Gov-
ernment propose to spend half a million
on providing assistance for those settlers
who have suffered through the drought.
Quite recently we passed a Bill providing
for the giving of this assistance, but I
am sorry to say that from the answers
given by the Minister for Lands to my
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questions yesterday, it appears that a
large number of our settlers are not to
pet the nssistance promised by the Gov-
ernment, approved by all parties, and
which could and should be given to them
under the Aect.

The Premier: It will be given to all
who come under the Act.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I welcome
that assurance, but it appears from the
statemenis of the Minister for Lands that
the Farmers’ Assistance Board, with the
approval of the Government, is going lo
put itself above the climatie conditions
and say, “We draw aline along the Great
Southern railway; there is no drought
west of that line” Although. unfortun-
ately, a fair proportion of the people
had an utter failure of erops west of the
Great Southern railway during Anguost,
September, and October, still, as far as
I ean judge, a large number of them.
without any proper inquiry, are being
refused assistance.

Mr, Willmott: Some of my constituents
were flooded out, vet the hoard wonld
not help them.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Have they fixed
a hard and fast boundary?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : T do not know
what the boundary is, but from the re-
plies given by the Minister it appears to
be the Great Southern railway. The
guestions 1 asked had general reference
to the distriets west of the Great Southern,
and the replies of the Minister for Lands
conveved to me the impression that as-
sistance wonld not be given to those
people.

The Premier: How do you infer that
from the answer given?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I asked the
Minister was the Farmers’ Assistance
Board refusing to grant assistance lo
those settlers who need it at Darkan and
other distriets west of the Qreat South-
ern railway, and the Minister’s reply was,
“Yes, if such seitlers have not suffered
from dronght or other adverse condi-
tions.”

The Minister for Lands: If I went out-
side that I would be outsjde the Act.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr, E, B. JOHNSTON: It is only
those suffering {rom drought or other ad-
verse conditions who have applied, and I
can give specific instances of men who,
I am satisfed, would be assisled if any
inquiry was made.

The Minister for Lands: In their own
ap)lications they have not been able io
prove that they suffered from drought or
other adverse conditions.

Mr. E, B. JOHNSTON: Yes, they
have, At any rate, what do the Govern-
ment expeel? When an applieation from
a reasonable farmer is received, how can
the Government say, without getting a
report, that it is an unreasonable appliea-
tion. The board simply takes up the
position (hat because o man lives west
of the Great Southern railway there is
no drought there and he cannot be as-
sisled.

The Minister for Lands: That i3 your
impaination,

Mr. E.B. JOHNSTOX : T appeal to any
intelligent member fo read the questions
and the answers whieh T received and see
if any other construction can be placed
on them. T further asked was the board
aware that many seftlers in the distriets
mentioned had a failure of crops last
vear owing to the bad season, and that
they are eligible for assistance under the
Industries Assistance Act?

The Premier: They are not.

Mr. B, B. JOHNSTON: They are.
They have had a failure of crops owing
to the drowght, although T admit the
drought was not as general there as in
districts further east,

The Premier: IL has been the best sea-
son they ever had.

Mr.E. B, JOHNSTON : In some locali-
ties, hut not right through. The Premier
travelled down there a little time since,
and T am sure it surprised him, as it did
me, to see some very good crops and
alongside of them crops which, put in a
bit later in the season, had failed abso-
lntely.

The Premier: You are now proving
why people should not receive assistance.
Their failure has been duoe, not to the
season, but to bad farming.
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Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: No, it was a
question of luck as to when “the crop
was put in, and when the rain fell.

The Premier: Does that not happen
every season?

Mr. Thomson: Surely they are en-
litted to receive assistance,

‘The Premier: Yes, if you say the in-
lustry should be everywhere subsidised
ithout consideration.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The wish of
the people of the State is that those set-
tlers who have bhad a fajlure of crop
through the dry season should receive
assistance, While I wish to emphasise
the point that the number of failures west
of the Great Southern railway was very
mueh less than in the dry portions of the
State, I want an assurance from the Pre-
mier that applications for assistance
from men who have had a failure of erop
owing to ihe dry season, will be inguiresd
into on their merifs, and approved if,
after such inquiry, the Government
hold that they should be approved.

The Premier: 1f they come under the
Aect they will get consideration,

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: They are not
getting it.

The Premier: They do not come under
the Aect

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: They do it
they have had failure on aceount of
droughi or other adverse conditions.
Yet they are getting no assistance
at all, and their applications have
heen refused simply because they live in
such and such a district. However, to
revert: I asked the Minister yesterday,
was the board aware that many settlers
in the disiricts mentioned had a failure
last year owing to the bad season,
and that they are eligible for as-
sistanee under the Industries Assistance
Act; and the Minister replied, “No.”
And this assurance of the Minister comes
six or eight weeks before those settlers
should be putting in their crops.

The Minister for Lands: Because, like
you, the men cannol make a good ease,

Mr. Thomson: Is that the way the
board is dealing with all the cases¥
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The Minister for Lands: Yes, they
must come under the Act.

Mr. E, B. JOHNSTON: Forms were
sent to the roads boards in those dis-
{riets to distribnte to settlers requiring as-.
sistance under the Act. Those forms were
filled in by the seltlers, who are now ex-
pecting to receive an intimation as 1o
the assistance they require. 1 am glad
to say not many of them require hay,
although a number require seed wheat and
manure, At this stage, after the Govern-
ment have distributed the application
forms in the distriet, the board, without
any inguiry, as admitted by the Minister,
says, “You are not eligible; you are living
in the wrong district.”” WWhile I admit
that the drought is not so general in
those districts, still these are cases thax
have been retfused, but which should not
have been refused, and it gives me great
anxiety and pain to see small settlers,
whe have worked hard and put their con-
fidence in the Government

Mr. Allen: That is where they made
the mistake.

Mr. E. B. JOENSTON: Having their
applications turned down without proper
mnguiry. L am certain that if the Minister
for Lands could see those men on their
farms, he would rvealise that they are of
lhe proper type to be assisted, and tbat
the board is making a mistake in the
attitude it is taking up.

The Premier: For the purpose of your
argument, then, the Aet should always be
in pperation. -

Mr. E, B. JOHNSTON: I bave a re-
port of the Premier’s speech at Northam
on the 1st Qctober last in regard to the
assistance to be given to agriculturists
in this bad season, a speech which
1 eireulated, and one reason why
1 am here to-day is because I did
that, and did it effectively. Some
of the opeople coneerned gave me
lheir confidence, and even if 1t is not
palatable to the Government 1 must see
that the matter is explained and fully
ventilated. When that is done, the Gov-
ernment will surely see that the people
in whose behalf T am appealing are
worthy of the assistance which was pro-
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mised them. I do not want their appli-
cations {o be refused without inquiry,
and this is what the Minister for Lands
admitted is being done.

The Minister for Lands: I did not.

My, E. B. JOHNSTON: When I
asked the Minister the question as to why
assistance was being refused without pro-
per inquiry, the reply was “Answered
by reply to question No. 3,” and thaf
reply was to the effect that the Govern-
ment were not aware that many setilers
who had selected land in certain areas
west of the Great Southern railway would
be unable to crop the prepared land on
their holdings this year unless they re-
ceived some assistance to do se.

The Premier: We were not aware that
they would not be able to erop without
assistance,

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON: The board
were aware of it, otherwise they would
not have sent the applieations to the roads
board.

The Minister for Lands: How could
we know they required assistance unless
they filled in Lhe forms.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTOXN: The hoard
could not know of the pesition of
individnals unless they obtained a
report from the officials of the de-
partment. The Government have in-
spectors in that district, and surely it
is only reasonable that eases of this kind
should be referred to the distriet inspec-
tor for a report.

The Minister for Lands: In some cases
farmers make mistakes, you know.

Mr. E. B. JOHENSTON: A man may
be a good farmer, and yet he may be a
poor clerk.

The Premier: They never err on the
side that is likely to do them harm.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: They do, I
have in my electorate a man who has one
of the largest families I ever heard of.

Mr. Bolton: How many are there in
it?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: If I tell the
hon. member I will disclose the man’s
identity.

Mr. Thomas:

Tell us, we ought to
know. '
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Mr. E, B. JOHNSTON: The man has
17 children.

The Premier: He certainly needs some
help,

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: Well, he is
not getting it. He filled in a form asking
for assistance; so that bhe might pur-
chase stores, and the board granted him
£1 worth per month, Goodness only
knows how they expected him to ecarry
on with that limited quantity of stores.
In this case the application was made
for £1 a week.

Member: Cannot his children help in?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: One or two of
ihe sons have gone to the war and left
orders for their salaries to be drawn by
their parents, But we have the position
that a man is getting £1 a month from the
Farmers’ Assistance Board of Western
Anstralia. The intention clearly was to
apply for £1 a week.

The Premier: How long has the man
been there?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: For six or
seven years, and he has been fighting the
poison plant, in addition to being op-
pressed by an unfairly high price which
he had to pay for his land, and a redue-
tion of which price he has not been able
to bring about. Just hecavse of a clerical
ervror in the application, he is compelled
io accept £1 a month, and the Govern-
ment, tor some extraordinary reason
which I cannot understand, will not have
that ajtered. This man was told that
in a district like Darkan he was lueky
to get any help at all, and that too with-
out any inspection or proper inquiry into
his case. I ean assure members that
Darkan is an excellent distriet and is
going ahead. .

The Premier: There are thousands in
the colamunity in the same position.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: T am com-
plaining of the answers given by the Min-
ister to my questions, which show that
due inguiry was not made inio the appli-
cations from that partiewlar distriet,

The Premier: He is getting £1 a month.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: And that is
an admission that he ought to get help
and it should be on an adequate scale.
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The Minister said yesterday that the
board did not consider this an adeguate
sum lo supporl at least eight persons who
had no other means of subsistence. T
would like to read to the Premier what
I read to these people some time ago on
the subject of the Government's willing-
ness to assist the agrienlturists. ‘What
T read to them was an extiract from a
speech delivered by the Premier in the
Northam town hall on the 1st October.
This was what the Premier said—

The Government were willing to as-
sist the genuine agrienlfurists and no
man genuinely trying to make a living
for himself and family would have to
leave bhis holding so long as the Gov-
ernment got the support of the people.

The Government did get the support of
the people of the distriet where T read
the extract. The Premier went on—

They would see that the farmer had
all that was necessary to enable him
to remain on his land and to resume
produetion next season as if nothing
had bappened.

The Premier: You do not infer from
that that T ara going to relieve families of
their responsibilities.

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: The Premier
would not make such a suggestion if he
knew this partienlar family. I give him
my assurance that they are very worthy
people. The point T want to emphasise
15 that in the eastern and the dry districts
we have a large number of settlers who
need helo in consequence of the dry
seasons which have heen experienced. In
the westward and better watered districts,
we have a smaller number who need help,
and T think the Premier will aceept, as
4 tair proposition, that there are setilers
on the west side of the Great Southemn
railway who need assistance, and who are
eligible to receive it under the Industries
Assistanee Aet. These people have had
rractically no return from their holdings
this year, and their applications are being
refused without proper inquirv. That
sorely was not the wish of this House,
and T do not think it is the wish of the
Government. . The Bill provides that
those people should be assisted. Surely
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the Minister does not take up the posi-
tion that it does not.

The Minister for Lands: If they need
assisiance they will get it, but the board
say they do not.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The con-
ditions are that the setiler moust suffer
from drought or other adverse conditions.
I say they bave suffered in a minor de-
zree from the effects of the dromght. I
admit it has not been feli as severely as
in some of the districts where every
settler had a failure. I am of the opinion
that the reason why this eurtailment 15
being carried into effect is becaunse the
Government have been compelled, pos-
sibly by eircamstances beyond their con-
trol, to reduce the amount of assistance
they originally intended to give,

The Minister for Lands: That is not so.

Mr. E. B. JOBNSTON: Then we still
have this position, that in reply to a
deputation at Geraldton on the 30th
September, the Colonial Secretary, Mr.
Drew, said that the Government were
alive to the serionsness of the position,
and were teking steps to ecope with it. He
added that it was estimated that it would
require a million and a half to finance
the farmers until the next season. Al-
though the season has turned out worse
than was expected on 30th September
last, and consemquently we might expect
more and not less assistance, we find that
in the Estimates for the current financial
year, there is a provision for half a
million pounds only for assisance ta
farmers. When Mr. Drew mentioned that
a million and a half would be required
to finance the farmers, it is very unlikely
that he had regard to any money being
paid for land rents, whereas, out of the
£500,000 provided in the Estimates for
assistanca to farmers, I should imagine
that probanly £150.000 would be paid into
revenne that half vear for land rents by
the Farmers' Assistance Board. We are
reducing the amount of £300,0M00 awvail-
able for farmers who need it by that
amount. Of course £350,000 is also being
provided for the Agrienltural Bank.
T have no desire to embarrass the
Government; quite the reverse, bhat
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1 am determined, so long as I
am here, to always bring forward matters
of this kind, especially where the interests
of the people who trusted me and who
supported the Government loyally, de-
mand it. So far as the westward portion
of the Great Southern railway is con-
cerned, during the past few yvears there
has heen an unfortunate {endency for
some of the properties to develop into
sheep runs. The smaller settlers are not
as nwumerous as they were a few years
ago, and those who are there are having
a very hard struggle to make their farms
profitable, Manv of these people have
worked hard, and they are prepared now
to erop, if the Government will give them
the seed wheat and the manure necessary
to enable them to do ro. T urge the Gov-
ernment to consider the cases of these
people on their merits, and if they are
eligible—I Ymow in some cases they are
eligible and worthy of assistance under
the Act which was reeently passed—a
fair deal and adequate assistance should
be given to them so that every acre of
productive land possible may bhe cropped
in the coming season.

Mr. THOMAS (Bunbary) [6.1]: In
listening to the wild waste of verbiage
indulged in by the member for Northam
(Hen, J. Mitehell) I was pleased to note
one brief lncid interval, and that was
when he spoke of the neglected South-
West. To do him credit, although when
he had the power he did nothing to help
the South-West, he has, since leaving
office, always advocated its elaims,

Hon. J, Mitchell: I did more than the
present Government have done in that
direction.

Mr. THOMAS: As far as advoecacy is
concerned, I thank the hon. member, We
have in the South-West a territory which
has never heen a trouble to the Govern-
ment. There have been no droughts or
failures or wild clamourings for assist-
ance, and there is no portion of the State
which has received less attention in the
way of development from any Govern-
ment than the South-West,

The Premier: There is not the least
doubt about that.

[ASSEMBLY.]

My, THOMAS: I do not take excep-
tion to the expenditure of money to de-
velop the wheat areas.

The Premier: If all this money could
be trapsferred from the Eastern areas to
the South-West, we conld provide for
three times the population,

Mr. THOMAS: Then why does not the
Premier grasp the opportunity and evi-
dence a desire to do something?

The Premier: Did not we introduce an
Trrigation Bill to enable us to do some-
thing?

Mr. THOMAS: Yes, but I see no ex-
penditure of that kind provided for in
the Loon Estimaies. In spending the vast
sums of money we are to develop the ag-
ricultural areas, it is possible we are
branching out too mnuch in one direction
and not making sufficient investment in
the safer and surer porlions of the
State, Money spent on the wheat areas
is somewhat of a gamble, but money spent
on the South-West is a safe, sure and
sound investment which will be of benefit
for all time,

The Premier: Look at the amouni per
individual you have to spend in the first
mstance.

My, THOMAS: Yes; but look at the
small area required in the South-West
to make a living,

The Premier: You do not suggest that
the Iand is held in small areas?

Mr, THOMAS : That is a matter which
can be overcome. A friend of mine has
25 acres not far from Bunbury. He has
put in a little plant to irrigate a few
acres where he pgrows a potato crop,
wheat, oats, and runs dairy cows ana
poultry. He bhas a home which any one
of us would be pleased to live in, and
though he is not utilising the whole of the
25 aeres, he is making r splendid living.

The Minister for Lands: There are
scores of such instances in the South-
West,

Mr. THOMAS: The great possibility
of the South-West is that so many people
can live and prosper on small areas, Why
does not the Minister submit a scheme in
this direction? TVhile other Ministers
have been in office, the same complaints
have been raised, year after year. Min-
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isters visit the South-West and see the
beauntifol seil, proclaim that it is fit to
grow anything, and then return home
and forget all about it.

The Premier: The best soil carries the
heaviest timber.

Mr. THOMAS: I am satisfied the Pre-
mier and Minister for Lands earnestly
believe that more should be done for the
Sonth-West, but I want them to get be-
yond the sympathy stage.

The Premier: Would you ask us to
withhold money from the wheat belt and
20 on with this%

Mr. THOMAS: If I remaived in this
House until I was as old as Methuselah,
there would still be the same old argn-
ments abont spending the money else-
where. The time will never come when the
money will not be required somewhere
else,

Mr. Allen:
present.

Mr, THOMAS: Quite so.

The Premier: Youn know it is impos-
sible to do it this year.

Mr. THOMAS: That is a fairly
strong argument at present, but T hope
the Government will keep this matter in
mind, While something more than has
been done ought to be done, the position
is & difficnlt one. When the Premier was
speaking on the Loan Estimates, T had a
little passage at arms with him, and I
wish to point out that there was a mis-
nnderstanding on my part. When he
commenced to speak. the Loan Estimates
had only just been placed before us. I
noticed that £15.000 was provided for the
harbour at Bunbury and £30,000 for the
harbour at Albany, and by a number of
interjections I pointed out that I con-
sidered we were being unfairly treated. T
have sinee discovered that instead of
£15.000 being provided for the Bunbury
harbour during the next 12 months, there
i= a snm of £56,000,

Mr, Thomson: Too much,

Mr. Willmott: Not one penny.

" Mr. THOMAS: The hon. member for
Nelson (Mr. Willmott) who appreciates
the difficulty of the nosition speaks with
some authority. T did not wish to cast any
refleetion. on the member for Albany

There is no time like the

-
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(Mr. Price) or his port. I merely inter-
jected on the spur of the moment that I
thought we were not getting our fair due.
T should he pleased to see the member for
Albany get £200,000, and should be as
happy to see that port as the one I re-
present prosper, A great factor in the
development of this State is that every
port we are using shonld be developed as
much as possible.
The Premier:
mora ports too.

Mr. THOMAS: I do not think the
Premier understood the position when T’
made my interjections or he would bave
put me right. He said Bunbury did not
deserve the same as Albany because we
were exporting a npational! asset, and
were merely getting something of our
own in return, If the Premier wishes to
talk about exporting national assefs, he
might include the goldfields. I am pleased
that, among the few portions of the State
which during the past half year have heen
able to take an optimistic view of the
outlook, is Bunbury; we have had a pros-
perous time. T always feel justified in
advoeating the development of onr har-
bour and the provision of facilities be-
canse Bunbury’s record has been one of
continuous progress. The possibilities of
the distriet justify us in claiming with
no uncerfain voice our right to proper
facililies. During the past year there
have entered the port of Bunmbury 203
vessels, compared with 176 during the
previous year. There has been an inerease
in the export of coal, notwithstanding the
difficulties consequent on the lack of a
deep water berth and other facilities to
give that quick despatch which is so es-
sential in the bunkering business. Un-
fortunaiely, we in Bunbury are unable at
present to provide the necessary facili-
ites, The export of coal increased by
15,000 tons last year, and dunng the
<ame period the tonnage exported from
the port totalled 443,000 tons. That is
creater than the tonnage exported from
Fremantle itself. There are only three
norts in Ausiralia which stand ahead of
Bonbury in total export tonnage.

The Minister for Works: Quote the
receipts and not the tonnage.

\

We can do with some
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Mr. THOMAS: With a port showing
such relurns, we are justified in asking
ihe Government to stretech a point and
provide the requisite tacilities as quickly
as possible. Instead of Bunbury export-
ing 32,000 tons of coal the quantity
should be 132,000, The demand exisls
and we have the snpply of eoal at Collie,
There are 350 willion tons of coal in sighl
at Collie, and we could therefore con-
tinne to export a million tons a year
tor the next 330 years if we only had the
facilities to do the trade.

AMr. Bolton: And the sale for it.

Mr. THOMAS: The demand is there;
ships eall in and in many instances have
to leave without being able to secure coal.

Mr. A. A, Wilson: The quantity of
coal in sight at Collie is 500 million tons,

My, THOMAS: Then it would last
for 500 instead of 350 years. Last year
we bad an increased tonnage of 62,000
tons, showing that in every direction there
has been a general increase.

The Premier: I am atraid there will
not be this year.

Mr. THOMAS: It cannot be expected,
but Bunbury will be able to hold its end
up fairly well. The gross reeeipts from
the harbour last year amounted to
£32,000, an increase of £5,000 over the
preceding year, and after paying in-
ierest, sinking fund and all charges for
repairs, ihe harbonr shows a clear profit
of £10,174 which goes into Consoclidated
Revenue. The total capitalisation on the
work is £229,000, and the return is befter
than that shown by the Fremantle har-
bour in proportion fo the amount of eapi-
tal invested.

The Premier: Surely Bunbury does
not take credit for that.

Mr. THOMAS: Tt is the result of our
seographical position and natural advan-
tages.

The Premier: Who pays that money?

Mr. THOMAS: The people who use
the port. Ii is the wealth surrounding my
electorate and of the South-West which
brings this prosperity, and demands that
every possible facility should be provided
for the port, a demand which ought to be
satisfied.

4
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Sitting suspended from .15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. THOMAS: Before tea an hon.
member interjected that the irade in con-
nection with the Buobury harbour was
decreasing, that it was, in fact, a dying
asset, I think thal such a remark can
only come from some hon. member wha
s not really familiar with the facts ol
ihe case. T'nfortunately, too often these
remarks are made. 1 would remind hon.
members that for years past there has
been a eontinual inerease in trade in Bun-
bury, TInstead of there being any prob-
ability of our trade falling off, there is
every possibilify of a continual increase
geing on for many years to come, For
instance, when our harbour facilities are
such that we can eope with the fruit
trade, it has been stated, so T am told by
ihe Trnit Commissioner, that half the ex-
port of fruit from Western Australia
must of necessity go through Bunbury.
In addition to that, T am pleased and de-
lighted to be able {o say that the Premier
is making very substantial provision for
carrying on the construetion of the
Wagin-Westward railway. When that is
consiructed it will also bring an enorm-
ously increased trade to Bunbury. One of
the most productive distriets in our State
will be touched by this railway, the nat-
ural port of which will be Bunbury, We
have nlso the inereased development go-
ing on 1n the electorate of the hon. mem-
her for Nelson {Mr. Willmott) and in
portion of the electorate of the leader of
the Opposition. It is said that all roads
lead to Rome. but in these distriets all
roads lead to Bunbury. In the face of
such possibilities as these, who can say
that Bunbury has not a reliable and cer-
tain future ahead of it? To show further
how much we contribute to the wealth
and revenue of the State. T want to tel)
the House that cur receipis at Bunbury
for the cartiage of goods alone during
the past year have increased by £35.000.
Tt does nol appear from this as if -we
were going backwards. The total reeeipts
in Perth for the carriage of goods on
railways amounted to £138,000; receipts
in TFremantle amounted to £142,000;
whereas receipts in Bunbury amounted to
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£169,000. The receipts for the carriage
of goods in Boanbwy was, thervefore,
£30,000 more than those for 1Perth or
Fremantle. Does it not seem, therefore,
that we are not altogether resting? If
we go ahead in our trade in every diree-
tion in leaps and bounds, does it uot
point to the fact that in future, if not in
the past, the Government should pay a
great deal more attention to our disiriets
than they have been doing? Where every
other section of the communitv shows a
decrease, with the exeeption of the gold-
fields community, Buobury is showing a
steady increase.

Mr, Heitmaon: Nat all portions of the
State.

Mr. THOMAS: At all events a big
portion of the State is on the down grade,
but in oor direction the increases have
been phenomenal. Tt speaks volumes for
a littie place like Bunbury that the re-
ceipts on the carriage of goods on the
railways at that place should exceed the
receipts for the metropolis by over
£30,000, I do not wish it to he assumed,
in my criticism of the Government for not
spending all the money in the South-
West T would like them to do, that 1 am
altogelher dissatisfied. I wish te express
my gratitude to the Premier for having
piaced snch a substantial sum of money
upon the Estimates for the construetion
of the Wagin-Westward line. A little
over three years ago he promised me that,
if returned to power, tlns work would be
carried out. To-day T have the gratifica-
tion of seeing that promise about to
materialise. T am also pleased to see that
an amount has been placed upon the Esti-
mates for the construction of our har-
bour. Nearly the whole of that money
will be spent in wages, or a very big pro-
portion of it, and the remainder will be
paid oat by wav of railway freighis.
This, therefore, is an expenditure upon
which the Government ean embark with
every confidence. On the total expendi-
ture that it is proposed to make to punt
the first portion of the work into order,
the snm of £200,000, we will he able to
pay iuterest and sinking fund oul of the
present profits we are making, I trust
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that nothing will intervene to prevent the
work being expeditionsly earried out,

Mr. WILLMOTT (Nelson) ([7.33]:
Following upon the remarks of the hon.
member for Bunbury and the conelusive
figures given by him in respect to the
tagnificent export irade from Bunbury,
a few words from me as to the country
from which this wealth comes would, 1
think, be appropriate. To put the coal
irade for the time being on one side, we
find that the bulk of this export trade is
derived from our magnificent forests in
the far south. T do not intend to-night
te deal with the forestry question. Those
hon. members who are frightened that
our forests are being worked out too rap-
idly and think that in a few years we
shall have no timber left, I ask to come
down into the karri country and spend
a week there, and I feel sure that they
will return with very different ideas as to
the vast wealth that we bave in that por-
tion of the State, 1Most hon. members
who have been down there will admit that
where that timber grows we have abso-
lutely the finest land in the State for
dairying and other purposes that require
an assnred rainfall. e have beautiful
country there.  We have country with
running brooks that will allow many
hundreds and thousands of acres to he
irrigaied. We have a 50 inch rainfalt
and what is more, we have frnit land
there which has proved itself, I should
like to say a few words with regard to the
fruit industry and the development of
agrienlture. There are over 20,000 acres
under fruit at the present time, mostly in
apples, and there has been an increase of
over 1,000 aeres dnring the past year.
The hon. member for Bunbury said that
the Government had not gone in for de-
veloping the Sonth-West as they might
have done. Private enterprise has done
all this, with small assistanece from the
Agrienttural Bank,

The Minister for Lands: Private en-
terprise is enltivating all the land in the
State.

Mr, WILLMOTT: It only shows what
private enterprise has done,
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The Premier: The difference is made
np entirely by what the Governmeni
have spent down there.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Of this 20,000

acres, at the present time there are only
10,000 acres which are produeing or bear-
ing fruit, The cost of putting in these
20,000 acres was over half a million. I
am sorry that the Agrieultural Bank
does not consider that orchards are safe
investments for Government funds. Con-
siderably over half a million of private
capital has gone into this industry. The
fruit production is over 20,000 tons to-
day, or 114 million cases of fruit. What
will the produetion be when this other
10,000 acres reaches the profit making
stage? I venture to say that it will
then be between three and four million
cases of fruit,

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Tt will be nothing approach-
ing the value of the wool from the North-
West.

Mr, WILLMOTT: What steps, I ask,
are being taken to cope with this in-
crease, and the enormous inerease which
must naturally follow from the large
planting which has been going on?% Cen-
tral markets and cold storage on a large
secale must be provided. I understand
that the Government have already pur-
chased land near Market street, and that
it is their intention to proceed with the
work,

The Minister for Lands:
is on the Estimates.

Mr. WILLMOTT : I sam pleased to
hear it. I only hope that the Minister
in eharge of the work will see that these
eool stores are built on up-to-date lines.
The old system with huge rooms, and
few of them at that, is out of date. It
is as dead as Julius Caesar., What we
want is a number of small rooms with
varying temperatures to deal with the
different classes of fruit. If this is done
it will be of the greatest possible value
to orchardists. If, on the other hand, the
stores are to be built on the old lines
with large rooms at the same tempera-
ture, it will of course mean that orchard-
ists will have to suffer, because pears
and fruits of that description will not

The money
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keep at the same temperature as apples.
There is another thing, Suitable tracks
are badly needed. At the present time
the fruit is put into D trucks, or bogeys,
and when it arrives at its destination,
and one opens the doors, a blast of hot
air rushes out. The fruit, in faect, is par-
boiled when it reaches its destination.
What is needed are side-louvre trucks,
with upward louvres and insulated areas.
They are not expensive to build, and I
trust that the Minister in charge of this
particalar work will see that wher new
trueks are built, due attention is given
to the class of them. Let us have these
upward louvre trucks with insulated
areas. They have proved themselves
most satisfactory in the Eastern States,
and I am eertan will prove themselves
equally satisfactory upon the lines in
this State, The hon. member for Bun-
bury mentioned the export trade in con-
nection with the despateh of fruii from
Bunbury., Bunbury is the natural port
for the orvebards in the vieinity of and
to the south of Bridgetown. When one
bears in mind that last year Bunbury,
under the most disadvantageous condi-
tions, exported 127,000 cases of fruit,
one may realise what the trade is likely
to be in a few years. I should say, con-
siderably over half a million cases. New
markets are continually being opened,
and I hope that when the war is over
Europe will again become a large con-
sumer of Western Australian fruit. The
Far East markets, again, are geographie-
ally ours. S8ingapore, Java, Colomboa,
and Madras, I maintain, all belong to
Western Australia,  DBeyond question,
they are ours geographieally.

The Premier: One of the advantages
accruing to the fruit growing industry
from the establishment of ehilling works
in the North-West, is that the steamers
whieh will carry meat down here will
carry fruit back,

Mr. WILLMOTT: I am extremely
pleased to hear it. Members represent-
ing the northern portion of the State
will admit that at the present time the
condition in whieh fruit arrives at our
northern ports is far from what it
should be; and especally is there com-
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. plaint on the score of pillage, Indeed,
complaiols are so numerous that grow-
ers feel very dunbious indeed about send-
ing fruit te the North-West.

The Premier: 1t serves them right ;

they are so prejudiced against the
‘"Western Australia.’?
Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary

Minister); They prefer to ship by the
black labour boats,

The Minister for Lands: What about
the markets in the Eastern States?

Me, WILLMOTT: I wili deal with that
point later. We have an advantage of
five days over Adelaide geographically,
and even more over Melbourne and
Hobart, That advantage is of consider-
able importance. It means that our fruit
can remain five days longer on the trees
than can Eastern Australian fruit; and,
as regards the earlier boats, it means that
our fruit has five days more to colowr up
and five days more to matore before
heing packed. I wish to emphasise that
this represents a material advantage over
the Eastern States, so far as the early
boats are concerned. Again, our fruit
is the last to be put on board, Fremantle
being the last port of call; and it is the
first to be discharged on the steamer’s
arrival say ib London. The last factor
represents yet  another advantage,
enabling us to skim the eream of the
market; and T am proud to say that wp
to the present Western Australian grow-
ers have sent home fruit of such prime
guality, and so well packed, as to realise
far better prices than those brought by
fruit sent from elsewhere. There is yet
another advantage enjoyed by the West-
ern Australian fruitgrower. He has 20
per cent. less risk in case of a break-
down—say, a breakdown of the refriger-
ating machinery. We have the pleasure
of paying the same freights, but at the
same time we undoubtedly rwn 20 per
cent. less risk than that incurred by East-
ern States consignors, Again, the open-
ing of the Panama Canal will attract
Eastern States fruit to America, thereby
affording us a better chanee in the Home
and European markets. Thus the upen-
ing of the Panama Canal tends to relieve
us of a good deal of the competition we
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bave to face at the present time, The
90 miition people of the United States
and Cabada will consume a great deal of
the fruit grown in the Eastern States.

Mr, Green: What abont California?
California supplies the world with fruit.

Mr. WILLMOTT: A little knowledge
is a dangerous thing. We supply
America with fruit at a time when
America has no fruit of its own. Keen
business men here in Australia—they are
friends of mine--know to within a few
bondred cases every year what fruit is in
the cold stores of America. Further, let
me point out to hon. members -un-
acquainted with the subject that the eold
storage of America is limited, and that
therefore Australia has an excellent
chanee, now the Panama Canal is open,
of creating a big trade with the United
States. South Africu will absorb large
quantities of our fruit. The South
African dealers take a certain proportion
of our fruit now, but their methods are
not those to which the Western Austra-
lian fruitgrower has been acecustomed.
The methods of the South Afriean fruit
dealers are altogether different from our
methods, and we shall have to fall into
line with their methods if we want to do
a big trade with South Africa, The South
Afriean dealer does not like treating on
the commission system; he prefers to buy
right out, At the present time I am in-
elined to say that if the South African
dealers are prepared to take the risk and
at the same time are prepared to pay a
fair price for our fruit, we may well
allow them to make the extra profit, if
any.

Mr. Green: There 18 a big future for
Tasmania fruit in South Ameriea.

Mr. WILLMOTT: It has been stated
in a certain journal that & large propor-
tion of this year’s Western Australian
fruit crop is being sought after and
bought up by an Eastern States buyer,
But that bayer bas, I understand, already
been overloaded. The journal I refer to
asserts that the man could not get all he
required, that the growers were reticent
in supplying him with the frait bhe
wanted, 1 may say 1 know the buyer
personally. 1 offered him a line of fruit
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myself, early apples; and he replied,
“No; T am full up.” That does not look
as if our growers have been reticent in
supplying that buyer.

The Minister for Lands. Are you
speaking of the South Australian man
or of the Vietorian?

Mr. WILLMOTT: The South Ausira-
lian. He wanted 20,000 cases of fruiti;
not 20,000 cases of carly apples. He was
overloaded bere, and that is proved by the
fact that prices dropped from 6s. 3d, per
case to Ds. in three weeks. If that buyer
had been searching for fruit his natural
course would have been to raisc his price;
but, ustead, he lowered it.

The Minister for Lands: He was here
some time before the growers responded.

Mr. WILLMOTT: We growers have
to be cautious. We do not rush the first
man who makes us an offer. We wanted
to know first who this gentleman was.
We like to be assured that the name a
buyer is going to put in the south-east
corner of hizs cheque will be duly hon-
oured, before we let him have cur fruit.
I am thankful to acknowledge that this
mentleman’s pame was perfectly good.

The Minister for Lands: His name was
certified by the leader of the Sonth Aus-
tralian Government.

AMr. WILLMOTT: As for cold sloring
our late varieties, I ask, where ave grow-
ers io cold store at the present time?
Where are the cold stores? At present
there is not anything like sufficient spare
to cold store our late varieties, notwith-
standing the fact that in this particular
year onr late varieties are very sbhort. The
froitgrowers are not whining. We have
heard a good deal from certain hon.
members about the whining of the farm-
ers; and I repeat, the fruitgrowers are
not whining. Indeed, all that the fruit-
grower asks is reasonable attention paid
to his wants. He wants quicker transit
as soon as ever he can get it, and he also
wants lime. I was indeed glad fo hear
from the Minister for Mines that the Gov-
ernment Geologist is reporting on the lime
question, and I hope that as soon as ever
his report has been considered the Gov-
ernment will take steps to open up one
or more lime deposits. It has occurred
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to me that some of the revenue to be
derived from the Bill before the Assembly
last night might profitaby be devoted to
upening up one or two lime deposits; and
I eommend that view to the Government.
The spread of diseases such as froit fly,
and the methods to be adopted to over-
come thai fearful pest in partieniar,
would take too long to discuss now. 1
trust that the new scheme propounded
by the Commissioner for Fruit Industries
will prove satistactory both to the com-
mercial growers and to the department.
Anyone who has gone through the
orchards in the neighbourhood of Kala-
monda and seen the fearful bavoe
wrought by the fruit fly, who has seen
hundreds of cases, or even thousands,
boiled daily, will admit that nothing but
the most drastic measures will meet the
becessities of the case. T shall not dwell
longer on this subjeet. I only hope the
Minister for Lands will nole the few little
points I have endeavoured to make, and
that the hon. gentleman will give them
his earliest and best attention.

Mr, THOMSON (Katanning) [8.56]:
There are just one or two matters 1 wish
to touch upon in eonnection with the Loan

“stimates. One of these is the im-
provement of the Albany harbour. At
first sight, perhaps, it may appear strange
that a member representing a purely
agricultural district should rise to speak
on the subject of improvement of a har-
bour situated entirely oufside his elee-
torate.  However, I can assure hon.
members that the improvement of the
Albany harbour s a matter of vital im-
portance to the farmers of my econstitu-
ency. We bhave heard a good deal from
the Government as (o their favouring
decentralisation, and T ean assure Minis-
ters that I shall strongly support any
Glovernment making decentralisation a
prominent plank of their platform.
While not wishing for a moment to con-
tend that a eertain amount of money
should not be devoted to improvement of
the Fremantle harbour, T cerfainly con-
sider that harbour is receiving the
lion’s share. All I ask for Albany har-
bour is that it should be supplied with
the same facilities for handling wheat
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as have been created at Fremantle. 1T
desire to quote a few figures which pos-
sibly may surprise members, and which
I ean assure the Committee considerably
surprised the farmers of my constitueney.
The price received by the farmer for his
wheat is based on the port of shipment.
Unfortunately for my constituents,
that is Fremantle. As regards that
port, T will quote figures showing that
although the railway rates apparently
leave a margin in favour of Albany, yet
owing to the lack of handling faecilities
at that port—such facilities as exist at
Fremantle—my constituents are losing
11d. on every bushel of wheat they grow.
The railway freight from Katanning to
Albany is 9s. 5d. per ton, while from
Katanning to Fremantle it is 13s, 2d.
That represents a difference of 3s.
9d. in favour of Albany; and, in view
of that difference, people ask me, “What
do you complain abont?’ My complaint
has no reference to the Railway Depart-
ment, but T do complain regarding the
lack of handling facilities at Albany.
Last year there were exported from the
port of Albany 201,901 bags of wheat.
That 114d. a bushel on wheat alone sent
over the wharves at Albany represents
a loss to the people in my constitnency
of £3,311, or roughly, five per cent. of the
raoney whichk the Government have pro-
vided for harbour facilities at that port.
Last year we organised a large deputa-
tion. one of the largest which ever waited
on the then Minister for Works, Mr. John-
son, and drew his attention to the fact
that though we were providing £65,000
for harbour improvements at Albany,
when those improvements were finished
the producer would be in the same posi-
tion as before. T want to impress on
the Government that when they have
money available ther will immediately
proceed with the second portion of the
harbour improvement scheme there and
provide proper handling faeilities. The
member for Albany will no doubt he pre-
pared to fight for that port.

Mr. Price: T am fighting pretty well
too.

Mr. THOMSON: I am only dealing
with it so far as it affects my own econ-
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stituency, and I know that we are losing
a considerable sum of money. With re-
gard to that deputation to which I have
referred, the Minister then said it was
absolufely necessary for him to build the
jetty 20 feet wide before he could pro-
ceed with the construetion of the other
portion which would make the jetty 40
feet, That was a lame excuse. He might
just as well have said that he did nof
bave the money available. T have no
hesitation in saying that within the par-
ticular zone of which Albany is the har-
bour, we are easily losing £20,000 per
annum by reason of the absence of proper
facilities,

The Premier: You are getting it all
back; I am simply pouring money into
you.

Mr. THOMSON: If it were not for
the Great Southern line this year, the
railways would not be paying as well as
they are doing. I wonld like to make some
reference to the workers' bomes. It will
be remembered that I asked the Premier
some questions as to whether it was a
fact thal applications were being received
and approved for workers’ homes nnder
the leasehold part of the Act, and if so,
why the same treatment was not being
extended to applicants under the free-
hold part of the Aet, .According to the
Toan Estimates there remains £22,000
still unexpended. Why are the people
who are desirous of building under the
freehold part of the Aet not receiving the
same privileges and consideration as
those who are applying under Part 3%
In my distriet there have been a good
many applieations, A constituent of
mine at Tambellup some 12 months ago
applied under the freehold part, and the
application was practically approved, but
e was unable to get his home started
under that part of the Aet. Yet to-day,
aecording to the reply which the Premier
rave to my questions, workers’ homes
are still in course of erection under Part
3.

The Premier:
ments,

Mr. THOMSON: It might be news to
the Premier to learn that there was a
possibility of workers’ homes being elosed

Only under ecommit-
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down in a certain town, but the founda-
tious of nine or ten of them were put in,
so that aflerwards the work could be car-
ried on,

The Premier: Do you mean that they
were put in so that we would be com-
pelled to earry on the work? If so, it is
absolutely inecorrect. The foundations
eould only be put in after the applications
had been received and approved by the
board.

Mr, THOMSON: Under Part 3%

The Premier: Under any part.

Mr, THOMSON: If the Government
are building homes under Part 3, others
who apply under Part 4 have the, right
to have the same privilege extended to
them. The Premier, in answer to my
¢uestion, stated that applications were
not being invited under Part 4 of the Act,
ag it was more diffieult to control expen-
diture where dwellings were erected by
gontraclors than where the buildings
were erected and the cost of wages and
material were controlled by the board.
When 2 contract is let, a man who is hav-
ing his bouse built knows what it is go-
ing to eost,

Hon. R. H. Underwocd (Hounorary
Minister): But he does not know what
he is going to gmet,

Mr. THOMSON: The Hounorary Mini-
ster must have very little confidence in
the supervisors of the Government,

The Minister for Mines: Look at this
building; it was erected under contraet.

Mr. THOMSON: I will guarantee
(hat if tenders were called for the com-
struction of the workers’ homes which to-
day are being buoilt departmentally it
would be found that they could be
erected more economically,

The Premier: Cheap and nasty.

Mr, THOMSON; That is an absurd
statement, and it is & reflection on the ad-
ministrative officers of the Works De-
partment, While I think it is unwise to
carry ot the construction of workers
homes at the present time, if the Govern-
ment are providing money for the eree-
tion of these places, those who are desir-
ous of having homes built under the free-
hold system, shonld be entitled to the
same consideration as those who are
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granied the privilege under the leasehold
system, I notice that under development
of agriculture, a balance of £32,000 re-
mains unexpended, the items including
grain sheds, sale yards, and land resump-
tion. All T hope is that if there is any
money available, the Government will
take into consideration the advisableness
of crecting grain sheds at Albany so that
the 114d. loss to which I have referred
may go into the pockets of the produec-
ers. With regard to the rabbit-proof
fence, I notice there appears a sum of
£300 on the Estimates. I asked the Mine
ister of Lands a few days ago a ques-
tivn referring to the treatment of rab-
bits commerecially, The answer I got was
that the matter was receiving considera-
tion. It is a subject which has been be-
fore the Minister for a considerable time,
und I hope the department will not take
loo long to consider it.

‘Che Minister for Lands: You know a
lot of agriculturists are opposed to your
idea. The Royal Agricultural Society
ubjected to a regulation which your
leader wanted to put through some time
ayo,

Mr. THOMSON: A large section in
my district were anxious that it should
o through,

The Minister for Lands: I want to find
out which section is in the majority and
[ shall support the majority,

The Premier: If the majority are in
favour of it, we will take the fence down.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not want the
fence to be taken down. The remarks of
the member for Williams-Narrogin re-
garding assistance to settlers have my en-
dorsement, In my opinion the Assist-
ance Board is under-staffed at the pre-
sent time. There are countless instances
where settlers have written to the board
and have received no reply.

The Minister for Lands: Because the
Bill did not go throngh the Council
nuickly enongh.

¥r. THOMSON: It is customary at
any rate for an acknowledgment to be
gent, and while I wurge that the staff
should be increased, I think at the same
time the State might be divided into see-
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tions so that the work of the board might
be facilitated.
Mr. McDowall: What about economy?

Mr. THOMSON: We might transfer
officers from departments which are not
so busy, The board has a huge task
ahead of it, and the members of it are
working at high pressure,

The Minister for Lands: How would
dividing the State into sections facilitate
the watter?

Mr. THOMSON: The different mem-
bers might attend to different sections.

The Minister for Lands: We have 30
men now engaged on this work.

Mr. THOMSON: And il caanot hc
coped with,

The Minister for Lands: It ean,

AMr, THOMSON - Then why all these
complaints?

The Premier: We had arrears to pick
up.

Mr. THOMBSON: The negleet on the
part of the board in the way of cnswer-
ing letters promptly shows that addi-
tional officers are required.  There
should not be the delay which takes place
now, Settlers want to know whethcr they
are poing to get assistance or not.

The Premier: What ean they eowplain
about when the season is over?

Mr. THOMSON: We want thcam to
have the sced wheat and manures so 1hat
they may be ready for the coming sea-
son,

Mr. PRICE (Albany) [8.16]: [ thank
the hon, member for having advocated
the elaims of Albany. Tt is & new experi-
ence to find members supporting those
claims. I do not wish it to be thought
that T am handing over my duties to the
representative of another district, but
whilst feeling grateful to the Government
for what has been done at Albany, T de-
sire to endorse the remarks of the mem-
ber for Katanning (Mr. Thomson) in
which he poinied out the necessity for
continning the ‘work already begun.

The Minister for Lands: Tt has not
been stopped.

Mr. PRICE: No, but T desire to em-
phasise the necessity for continuing it.
The member for Bunbury (M, Thomas)
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compared the value of the irade of Bun-
bury with that transacted in other ports.
If we were to take the trade of the re-
spective ports as the basis upon which to
determine the volume of Government
work to be carrvied out in those ports,
Bunbury would not be receiving £200,000
as against Albany’s £70,000: because,
whereas the total trade of the port of
Bunhury in 1914 was £888,000, that of
Albany was just under £700,000. Again,
whereas the great bulk of Bunbury's
trade consisted of the export of timber
and coal, the great bulk of the trade of
Albany consisted of imports. The actual
fizures are: Imports—Albany, £250,000;
Bunbury, £88,000. Exports — Albany,
£420.000; Bunbury, £800,000. Again, in
Customs and Excise, which is a fair eri-
terion of the trade of a port

The Premier: Oh no.

Mr. Price: Customs and Excise show
whether it is imports or exports.

The Premier: We do not build up a
country for the purpose of bringing in
supplies.

Mr. PRTCE: But we must build up a
port for the purpose. It mav be said
neither do we build up a country by ex-
porting its natural resources, exeept in
respect to wheat and wool. TIn the case
of coal or timber the day must come when
the export ceases. ]

Hon., Frank Wilson: We have about
500 years’ supply of coal.

Mr. PRICE: TIi may be so, but cer-
tainly fhe timber is not going to last for
500 years. I have no desire to cry down
onr coal deposits, but every ton pf coal
and every stick of timher which goes ont
of the country leaves the country so much
the poorer,

The Premier: No.

Mr. PRICE : The coal is not being re-
placed. Tf we send ont a bag of wheat
or a bale of wood this year it is replaced
hefore next vear.

The Minister for Lands: And we can
replace the timber.

Mr. PRICE: However, whereas the
trade of the one port is made up almost
entirely of exports, the trade of the other
is largely imports. Our railways are
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benefiting by that fact, and the country
is benefiting, instead of being left that
mueh poorer.

The Premier: Everything we take out
of the ground is replaced; the gold and
the coal is replaced by trade.

Mr. PRICE: The produce is never re-
turned, but if we send out wheat and wool
it may be replaced. Every ounce of gold
or ton of coal sent out leaves the couniry
poorer., The trade of Albany will con-
tinue to increase for all time, or at least
until the country is fully developed, but
as our timber forests are depleted so the
export of timber will decrease. Although
£70,000 is made available for improve-
menis at the port of Albany this will by
no means meet the requirements of that
port, for long before the money is ex-
pended it will be made apparent to the
Government that they must do still more
in that direetion, | do not intend to
stress this, becanse the Premier knows
that I appreciate to the full the good
work done down there, during the past
12 months particularly, and T am con-
vineed that the work begun will be con-
tinued. T wish to bring forward the ne-
cessity for assisting settlers in that dis-
triet in the same way as settlers in the
drier distriets Lhave been and are being
assisted. The question of whether the
farmers in the Albany distriet have been
affected by the drought is only one of de-
gree. Some three vears ago we had down
there a flood wineh washed away practi-
cally the whole of the potato erop. Fol-
lowing on that we had a drought which
struck the farmers very heavily. Al-
though repeated applications have been
made for assistance, we are told—and T
have letters to that effect from the board
-—that no assistance ean be rendered to
the potato growers, that the board is only
authorised to render assistance to the
wheat growers.

The Minister for Lands: You are not
suffering from drought down there,

Mr. PRICE: The potato growers down
there have suffered from drounght in ex-
actly the same manner as the wheat
growers. It is menifestly unfair that
they should not have any assistance.

TASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Lands: It is only a
question of convineing the board that
they are suffering.

Mr, PRICE: The hoard has had con-
vinging evidence on the point. If the
board is determined not to be convinced,
no amount of evidence will suffice,

The Premier: There 'is not the money
in the world to provide for all the wants
of everybody who asks.

Mr. PRICE: No, but we understand
there is a little money available to assist
those really in need. It is those I am
pleading for. Following on the flood of
three years ago assistance was rendered
to certain potato growers in my distriet.
Some of them were not worthy of that
assistanee, while many others proved
eminently worthy of it by doing all they
could to repay the department. I think
the board should act with a little disere-
tion and in a spirit of justice, and not
turm down reasonable applications for
assistance. I notice here an item of
£350,000 for the Water Supply and Sew-
erage Department, I sincerely hope it
will be expended in a more satisfactory
manner than was the money expended in
my distriet by the department in connec-
tion with the Torbay-Grassmere drainage
scheme. The officers of the board con-
trolling that scheme have made it quite
evident that they are either inecompetent
or absolutely careless in carrying out
their work. The Minister for Lands
knows something ahout this scheme, for
he has been over it, and I am satisfied
that not even he is prepared to say that
the work has been carried ouf satisfac-
torily. I would like to be assured that
the huge sum of money herein set apart
for that department is going to be spent
more satisfactorily than the £9.000 ex-
pended by the same department on the
Torbay-Grassmere scheme. A number of
settlers down there were suffering in con-
sequence of flood waters. The drainage
scheme was inaugurated by the depart-
ment.

The Minister for Lands: The settlers
were suffering from the flood waters at

one time of the year, and from salt
water at another.
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Mr. PRICE: That is the explanalion
put forward by the departmental officers.
1t is a goed old standby. As a matter
of fact the settlers suffered from salt
water twiee in a -peripd of 10 years,
but some of them have suffered from
flood waters every year, A drainage
scheme was entered upon and what was
the result? It drained a huge area of
land held by a private owner who is put-
ting it to no use. About 20 per cent. of
the settlers received a slight benefit from
the scheme, and the other 80 per cent,
many of whom prior to the inauguration
of the scheme were not affected by flood
waters, now have the water carried
down on to their land and for two years
they have been unable to get their crops
off.

The Premier: Was not that inside the
drainage area?

Mr. PRICE: No, the vofficers of the
department drained a huge area of pri-
vate land outside the area and the water
from if has flooded the land of the very
people who previously were not affected.
A more disgraceful exhibition of incom-
petency or carelessness could not be
found in this State.

Mr. Taylor: Perhaps a bii of both.

Mr. PRICE: It may be.

The Minister for Lands: I certainly
shall not endorse that opinion,

Mr. PRICE: 1 do not expect the Min-
ister to do so; he was Minister for
Works when the scheme was carried out,

The Minister for Lands: I wentdown
and inspected the work.

Mr. PRICE: Yes, but the Minister is
not prepared to say that the scheme is
satisfaetory. )

The Minister for Lands: From the
settlers’ point of view, I am prepared to
admit that. Their trouble is {hat we
asked them to pay the rates.

Mr. PRICE: The trouble is that they
want the water taken off their land.

The Minister for Lands: Previously
they opened the bar and let the water
out.

Mr. PRICE: Previously they received
£50 per annum for opening the bar.
Now they are asked to pay ls, 6d. per
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ucre and their laud is ilooded througn
the inecompetency or carelessuess of the
departmeni, 1 sincerely hope that the
Minisler for Mines who is now in charge
of the Water Supply, Sewerage amd
Drainage Department will take some
action in regard to this matter. kor two
years I have been endeavouring to ob-
tain some satisfaction for the settlers.
The ex-Minister for Wurks saw the diffi-
culfies under which the settlers are en-
deavouring to cultivate their land. Only
3 few weeks ago a deputation wailed on
the Premier and pointed out that the
holdings of many of the settlers, prior to
the inauguration of the scheme, were
free from water, but to day they are be-
ing flooded out. One of the largest
potato growers bas not been able to get
a ton of potatoes for two years. Last
year e eropped ten acres and the only
veturn he secured was a few bags dug
by hand and carried of on the men’s
baeks. 1 again congratulate the Gov-
ernment on their actions in connection
with the Albany harbowr improvements,
and again deplore the fact that 1 have
not been able to sceure some satisfaciion
in regard to ihe Torbay-Grassmere
drainage scheme. May I urge on ihe
Minister in charge of the department
the need for a little investigation re-
garding the qualifications of the engin-
eers of the department. If the £350,000
provided on these Kstimates is to be ex-
pended in the same manner as the £9,000
speni on the Torbay-Grassmere scheme,
it would be far betier if the Estimates
were not passed. It would have been
far better for many of the settlers in
this distriet if vot one penny of that
£9,000 had been spent on the drainage
scheme. In regard to assistance to set-
tlers, the Minisfer should treat those in
the wetter portions of the Sonth-West
Jjust the same as those in the wheat belt.
I ean see no reason why any different
treatment should be meted out to them.
If either requires assistanece, it is the
duty of the Government to grant it in-
sofar as the finanees will permit. So far
asgistance has been given almost solely
to the wheat grower, to the detriment
and in many instances at the expense of
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the seitlers in the South-Western por-
tion of the State.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [8.36]: 1L
desire to bear testimony to the work be-
ing done by the Farmers’ Assistance
Board. I am led to do this in conse-
quence of having heard many complaints
which I thizk are not justified. When
we remember that the board have not
really had a chaunce to put into opera-
tion the scheme outlined in the Aet, and
that the work has been acecumulating
and has assumed gigantic proportions,
some word should be said to exonerate
those officers from the responsibility for
the delay. In many eases the trouble
which has arisen through settlers not
getting the assistance they consider they
are entitled to has been due to their own
inability to state their ceases properly.
I bave handled some score of cases and
[ have found the board most willing to
meet any just request provided the set-
tler was able to prove that he was en-
titled to receive assistance. I question
whether any member of the eivil service
is doing such strenuons work as the
chairman of the board, Mr. Sutton. 1
have called at his office on several ocea-
sions at a quarter to eight in the morn-
ing and have found him working at his
desk. It is due to these officers that some-
one should say a word in their defence.
I regret that no provision is made for
the erection of a maternity hospital. It
is the Government’s avowed intention
not to build this hospital at present.

Hon. Frank Wilson: There is a nu-
cleus provided under ‘‘buildings.*’

Mr. GRIFFITHS: So long as there is
a nucleus for a hospital which will prove
a training ground to supplement the
bush nursing scheme, I am satisfied.

Hon. Frank Wilson: This is a mis-
nomer, because it is intended to estab-
Lish a ward at the Perth Public Hospital.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Mueh suffering
and many deaths have been oceasioned
through the lack of nursing faeilities, and
I hope the Government will endeavour to
speedily supply the want.

The Minister for Works: There will
always be a difficulty so long as the
Health Act remains as it is.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. J. D. Connolly: That could be
altered by regulaiion.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Bussex)
[8.40]: After the Incid speech of the
member for Nortbam, the handsome
apology lo the Government from the
member for Bunbury, and the defence by
the member for Albany of the import as
against the export trade, one feels rather
diffident in adding anything to the de-
bate.

The Minister for Mines: Onpe feels a
bit mixed in his political economy after
listening 1o it all.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: After a
microseopie investigation of the Loan Es-
timates, I am somewhat disappointed to
find that they do not come quite up to
my expectations,

Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister}: They woould not be much
good if they djd.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The first
consideration of members ought to be to
initiate and provide the necessary funds
as far as possible for those works which
will be of greatest advantage to the com-
munity generally. We do not find any
very great evidence of this in the Esti-
mates now before us, inasmuch as the
great distriet, to which the member for
Nelson so eloquently and gracefully re-
ferred, appears to have heen neglected in
its enlirety, I am a great believer in the
posgibilities of that portion of the State,
and I think an effort should be tade to
assist in the opening up and development
of the sonth-western areas, in order, not
only that we might expeditiously settle
people on those lands to start new occu-
pations and open up new avenues of em-
ployment, but also——

Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Why did net you do so dur-
ing the last 20 years?

Fon, FRANK WILSON: Why does
not the Minister reetify our errors if we
made any.

Hon. R. H. TUnderwood (Honorary
Minister) : T do not know that you made
an error.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T bave been
trying to impress that upon the hon,
member for a considerable time. This
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distriet requires more atteation, not only
that we might settle and devetop it—

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : We have been about 90 years
trying to settle it,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Then the
hon, member should be eligible for an old
age pension, There is a duel object in
opening up the south-western distriets in
that we can there setfle almost unlimited
numbers of people in new avennes of oc-
cupation and create wealth to supply the
requirements of the State, and also, I
hope, swell the export trade. ‘I have been
examining the FEstimates with a double
magnifying glass, and I find no evidence
of any such intention. Although I may
be charged with being -parochial, T fail to
see where there is any evidence of build-
ing the railway line I have referred to by
interjection on many occasions, namely
the Margaret River railway, which would
add so much to the value of the State,

Mr. Taylor: It has been passed,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Where is
the money provided for eommencing the
work? I eannof find it. The construction
of that railway which has been promised
for four econsecufive years is still further
to he deferred until 1916. Possibly it wil?
not be constructed then,

Mr. Taylor: If I.had known as much
abont that country before the railway
was passed I would have strongly op-
posed it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: If that is
the way the hon. member feels I would
advise him to fake a trip down to that
portion of the State. T am not approach-
ing this snbject so much from the point
of view of my own electorate. The Gov-
ernment have already evidenced their
faith in that portion of the State, inas-
much as they have purchased the Mar-
raret River to Flinders Bay railway, and
a jetty which originally helonged to Ail-
lars’ Timber Trading Co. That expendi-
ture is absolutely useless. Ministers will
admit that they cannot get sufficient rev-
enue from the line to pay for axle grease.

Mr. Tavlor: If the Government had

not hought it, what wonld the ecompanv
hare done?
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: They would
have ripped it up and taken it elsewhere
and built a railway line for their timber
trade. The Government have realised the
importance of that porfion of the State
in the direetion T have indicated, and we
have purchased that line which, however,
will never he profitable, The large areas
round there will never be settled unti] the
line is coupled up with the railway sys-
tem of the State, The Government are
making a mistake and doing an injustice
to that portion of the Siate and are re-
tarding the development of the country.
The possibility of employing ihose who
are at present out of work has been fre-
quently mentioned. Many of those men
would be sunitable for work of this des-
cription. I had expeeted that some pro-
vision wonld have been made in the Es-
timates to carry out the oft-repeated
pledge given in regard fo the construe-
tion of the line. Further, we can employ
thousands of hewers down there. All the
sleepers that Western Aunstralia requires
for the next three or four yenrs ean he
easily obtained from a country which has
largely heen designated as eut-out timber
country, There is another direction in
which T think negleet has been shown, and
where 1 think the Minmister for Lands will
admit his promises have been absaluiely
—1 will not say repudiated—set on one
side for the time being. There is nothing
in the Estimates in fulfilment of the pro-
mise he made to provide better shipping
facilities at Busselton,

The Minister for Lands: I never made
such a promise.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The Minis-
ter promised a deputation at Busselton,
and it appeared in print, that he would
make provision on the Estitnates for these
facilities.

The Minister for Lands: How could T
make provision? That is absolutely in-
correcet. T said T would recommend that
provision should be made. T have no
rower to make provision,

Heon. FRANK WILSON:
yower if he has not{

The Minister for Lands: The Treasurer
lias,

Who has
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: Am T to
nnderstand that the Treasarer crossed the
item out?

The Minister for Lands: You can un-
derstand that T recommended what T pro-
mised to recommend.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I am to un-
derstand that the small sum of money
which he promised those interested in
that disiriet should be provided, for the
purpose of giving the extra facilities they
want so hadly at the jetty, was crossed
out hy the Treasurer. The Minister had
full power, if necessary, to have made a
start with the work and then to have put
the amount on his Estimates, as has fre-
quently been done in other cases. I say
that this distriet has been absolutely
neglected. I protest not so much on ac-
count of its being my district, but be-
canse I believe the development of that
great area will be set back accordingly,
and that the opening up of the South-
West is being indefinitely postponed. We
see items of every deseription on these
Estimates to provide for other works
which are not so necessary, or which will
not bring anything like the benefit to the
State, as those works to which I have
referred. Of course the Esperance rail-
way is provided for.

Mr, Green: Hear, hear! We have been
waiting 15 or 20 years for it

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Oh. ves: it
must be provided for, notwithstanding
the fact that, as far as the agricultural
point of view is coneerned, it is a com-
paratively new project, notwithstanding
the fact that on more than one oceasion
we had it absolutely demonstrated that it
is a very doubful proposition, and not-
withstanding, further, that the Govern-
ment must know that they will have ex-
treme diffieulty in finding the large sum
of money which will be neeessary to build
that undertaking. The object of the Gov-
ernment ought io bhe to commence and
finishk works. not to drag them on, as the
Wongan Hills-Mullewa has been dragged
on for the past three years. The settlers
are stck at heart becaunse of the charges
that are being made for the carriaze of
material.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Lands: We went
about three times as fast as you did.
Your record is 25 miles of railway in 11
months.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The Minis-
ter is speaking without his book. His
railway construction has not been any-
thing like as complete, or expeditions as
the railway eonstruetion of the previous
Administration, and besides it has been
twice as costly. Here we have a railway
which has been completed, as hon. mem-
bers know, for the past 12 months, and
it is absolately unusable for a large num-
ber of the settlers at the present time,
and the traffic which onght to be carried
over it is diverted to a private concern,
to wit, the Midland railway line. There
are just grounds for eomplaint in this
direction, and T want some definite an-
nouncement from the Government as to
when they intend to throw this railway
open. We have heard that it is to be’
taken over by the Working Railways
from the Ist of next month, in order that
the settlers may have their produce and
requirements earried to them at the same
reasonable rates that settlers in other
portions of the agricultural areas have
their goods earried. T want to know if
this line 1s to be thrown open for throngh
traffic. Are we going to have through
traffic for the goldfields earried over it%

The Minister for Lands: Certainly, we
are,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Then why
are restrictions imposed, and why is it
said that it is going to be thrown open
for loeal traffic only?

Mr. Green: It is only ready for that
so far.

Hon.- FRANK WILSON: “The con-
veyanee of poods and traffie generally and
for loeal passenger traffic only until fur-
ther notice.” This is the restriction that
is being imposed. Does that mean that
we cannot hook through by this railway
to the Murchison flelds?

The Minister for Lands:
can he booked through.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Through to
the Murehison goldfields?
The Minister for Lands:

All goods

Yes.,
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Hon, FRANK WILSON: And fire-
wood and timber ecan be loaded up and
sent right through to the fields?

The Minister for Lands: The only diffi-
culty is that we have no accommodation
for passengers as yet. There have to he
refreshment rooms and other provisions
made before we can adequately supply
the requirements of passengers.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It could be
understood by the settlers that they could
if they wished to make use of this line
Why prevent them?

'The Minister for Lands: We have had
a good deal of that already,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Would it
be reasonable to expect any one living
say at Northam, and wishing to go to
the Murchison fields, that he should be
prohibited from going over this railway,
and shouald be obliged to go right round
through Midland Junetion and Gerald-
ton in order to reach his destination.

The Minister for Lands: We are earry-
ing local traffic now.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: According
to the Minister’s explanation that sort of
traffic to the Murchison' wonld not be
taken.

The Minister for Lands: They would
have to take their own risk of a slow
goods train,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Then lel
them take the risk, and let them know
that they have to provide themselves
with refreshments for the journey. If an
individual is permitied to travel through
I suppose he will have to pay two rail-
way charges. He will have to book
through from Wongan Hills to Mullewa,
or from Goomalling to Mullewa, and then
from Mullewa to the Murchison. I do
not think it is right. The Government
should not put the settlers, and others
who are desirous of utilising the railway,
to larger expense than necessary. The
settlers have been penalised by being ob-
lized to pay for the last 12 months ex-
cessive rates, amounting to something like
ten times as much as they need have paid
on any portion of the Government rail-
way syslem. It is just about up fo the
Government to give them every facility
they ean possibly provide, notwithstand-

ing that {hese may be deficient to some
extent in the direction the Mipister has
indicaled, I do not wish to labour the
question. I realise that possibly one-half
of the money appearing on the Estimates
has already been expended, and that no
amount of debate here will serve any
purpose of reducing the Kstimates,
though it may be the means of ventilating
some grievances I have taken the oppor-
tunity of pointing out where I think the
Estimates err. I.et me congratulate the
Government upon one item at any rate,
and that is that even at the eleventh
hour they bave repented of their lack of
judgment, and of their misdeeds, and
provided a sum of money for the estab-
lishment of canning and echilling works
at Wyndham. It is a project which means
much to the people of the State, and
more especially to the erowded citizens
in the metropolitan area and those upon
the goldfields, Ii is a scheme which
ought to have been initiated long ago,
and one for which I provided money on
our Loan Estimates when we occupied
the Treasury benches. I say at onece that
I regret exceedingly that the money was
not found before I went out of office, and
that T was vastly disappointed to find
the work had noi been put into opera-
tion on my return from the eoronation
ceremony in London. The scheme was
condemned ufterly by the late Minister
for Works (Hon. W. D. Johnson) after
his memotable trip to the North-West.

The Minister for Lands: He condemns
it to-day on your lines.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: On my lines9
On what lines is he going to oppose it?
He does not know on what lines I was
going,

The Minister for Lands: Qh, yes, I
do.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am com-
mending the Minister for having repented
but he will not aecept my econgratu-
lations, The report is in print, and
every one can see and read for himself
the drastic comments of condemnation he
made on the subjeet of chilling and ean-
ning works at cur northern ports.

The Minister for Lands: That is in-
correct,
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Hon, FRANK WILSON: It is not in-
correct; he generally condemned it ut-
terly.

The Minister for Lands: Has he con-
demned your scheme?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The Minis-
ler condemned any scheme of chilling
works, He advised the export of our
catlle on the hoof to the adjacent islands
as being preferable,

The Minister for Lands: You are at
least geliing a scheme that is workable.

Hon, TRANK WILSON: What rub-
bish, The Governmeni are coming in at
the eleventh hour, and to use a eommon
expression, are just about going to miss
the ’bus. The Port Darwin freezing
works arve started. Year in and year out
I have pointed out the danger to my
friends opopsite, but they have pig-
headedly stuck to the report of the hon.
genileman, After this has been pointed
out time and again, year in and year out,
we find the freezing works at Port Dar-
win actually in hand; and, of course, the
people establishing the works are taking
the ordinary business precaution of se-
curing supplies of cattle. The result is
that two-thirds of the Northern Terri-
tory cattle, from which we have been
aceustomed in the past to draw a fair
proportion of our requirements, and to
which we looked to supply our proposed
freezing works at Wyndham to a large
extent, are now contracted away to the
works being established at Port Darwin.

The Minister for Lands: The people
owuing the freezing works at Port Dar-
win are not buying stoek from the sta-
tions,

Hon. FRANEK WILSON: I am ad-
vised that g large number of the East
Kimberley cattle—our own cattle—are
also contiracted away to be treated at
Port Darwin, Can anyone coneeive of
a more emphatic blunder than that of the
present Government, Siill, is it not in
keeping wilh nearly everything that my
triends opposite do?

Mr, Green: The case being as you
state, will you oppose the erection of the
works? .

Hon, FRANK WILSON: No; most
decidedly not,
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Mr. Green: Why not?

Mr. Allen: It is his own policy.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Tt is my
poliecy. T am simply pointing out how,
if the works should prove a failure, the
hon, member must not blame my poliey,
but must blame the dilatoriness of the
Government, and the report of the pre-
sent Minister for Lands, That report is
largely the cause of the Government's
blunder.

Mr, Heitmann: You advocaied freez-
ing works at Wyndbham in 1908.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes; but
tlie bon. member forgets that sometimes
one cannot get a vote through the House,
and then again it was suggested that the
works should be erected by finanecing the
eatile owners, whoe were prepared—or so
they said—to find & certain amount of
the capital required to establish the
works. Then, later, it was diseovered
that the eattle owners could not raise the
capital; and we decided to make freezing
works at Wyndbam a part of the Gov-
ernment policy, Meantime, of course, 2
couple of years had gone by; but these
delays will take place. It is most unfor-
tunate, however, that it should have
veeded four years to econvince our
friends opposite of the desirableness of
establishing freezing works at Wynd-
ham. I am afraid it will take many
years, even if the works be now estab-
iished expeditiously, before we can over-
eome the fact that a large proportion of
the trade has already been annexed by
the people operating at Port Darwin.

The DPremier: Port Darwin cannot
compete against Wyndham,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The people
of Port Darwin are already competing.

The Premier: No, They bave not got a
wafer supply yet.

Hon. FRANEK WILSON: The Gov-
ernment have not secured a water sup-
ply at Wyndham yet.

The Premier: We can get one, though.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The people
at Port Darwin ean get one, also. Let
the Premier make no mistake about that.
At any rate, those people bave started
the erection of their works. The Pre-
mier has come in late, and I eannot go
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over all the ground again; but 1 will say
the fact remains that again the Govern-
ment have blundered, and again is the
State going to pay for the loss arising
from JMinisters’ error of judgment. I
know thai the Committee are about tired
of these Estimates, and want to get them
through. At any rate, I know the Pre-
mier wants to get them through; and I
know also that no amount of debate on
our side of the House will alter one iola
of those Estimates. T recognise that
some of the items—very few indeed—
might perhaps be objeeted to and argued
against; but taking them right through,
as we cannot add fo the Esfimates in
order to make the very necessary provi-
gion which has so long been promised to
the South-West, I am content to let the
subject go with the few remarks I have
made.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret) [9.5]:
I have no desire to delay the passage of
the Loan Estimates, but T wish to express
my extreme surprise at hearing hon.
members opposite, both ILiheral and
Country party, and also members on this
side of the House representing pdrts and
agricultnral areas, finding fanlt with
these Iistimates on the score that the
Government have been niggardly in ex-
penditure on those hon. members’ various
constituencies. Anyone perusing these
Estimates will see at the first glanee that
if all the money directly and indirectly
appropriated to the agrieultural areas of
Western Aunstralia be taken out, the Esti-
mates would be diminished by 75 or 80
per eent.

Hon. J. Mitchell: If you took out the
agrienlturists, the State would be dimin-
ished by 75 or 80 per cent.

Mr, TAYLOR: If the agrieulturists
were taken out of this Assembly, it
might be a good thing for the State. Lot
us just analyse these Estimates briefly.
Without entering into details, it will be
seen that while certain hon. members are
quarrelling with the Government for not
doing enough for the agriculturists, other
hon. members are guarrvelling with the
Gavernment on the score that enough is
not being done for the ports. Let us take
some of the figures. Here is an item of
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£930,500 practically all for the advance-
ment of the agricultural areas, and for
the improvement of the ports represented
by certain hon. members sitting opposite.
Let us take water and sewerage, and see
once more how the agricultural areas and
the goldfields stand respectively., There
is nothing like the proper proportion.
Now, let us come to the direct Vote for
the indusiry which I have the honour to
represent so far as the Mt. Margaret
distriet is concerned. The whole of the
Vote for the goldfields amounts to only
£108,000; and of that £108,000 no less
than £69,000 is set down practically for
the purchase of ore; so that the Govern-
ment wil! receive that amount back,

Hon, J. Mitchell: You do not object
to that, surely?

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not object to that,
but T do objeet to only £48,000 out of
Estimates, of over £2,000,000 being
granted to the goldfields of Western Aus-
tralia. Deducting that amount of £60,000
from the total of £108,000, I find that
only £48,000 is to be applied to the de-
velopment of onr gold mining itdustre.

Hon. J. Mitchell: But what about the
£60,000¢ :

M. TAYLOR. That is allotted to the
establishment of a State smelter at
Ravensthorpe, to advances against ore,
and to working expenses in éonnection
with the smelter. All the money ad-
vanced against ore will he returned.

Hon. .J. Mitchell: And so will the
money advanced to the farmers.

Mr. TAYLOR: The smelting works
will, T think, prove a paying proposition;
and therefore 1 am entitled to deduet
that amount of £60,000, leaving only
£48.000 for the whole of the goldfields;
and yet hon. members opposite take up
hours and hours of the time of this Com-
mittee and of the House in bringing Min.
isters to hook for their Estimates,

Hon. Frank Wilson: We have been
only two hours on these Loan Estimates.

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not say that there
is no room for complaint, but what room
there is is with the goldfields representa-
tives, TIf the goldfields representatives
took the Government to task in the same
way as other hon. members do, this ses-
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sion would not be finished by the close of
the financial year, at the end of June;
beeause justification would be with the
goldfields members. We are not alons
generous in letting agrienltuval weibers
and the representatives of poris have all
the money on ihe Estimates, but alse
generous in letting those hon. members
monopolise the finaneial debates. Indeed,
our genercsity is unlimited. 1 want to
tell the hon. members concerned that
after this session I, personally, shall not
be content to sit silent when questions are
brought up as to the agricultural areas
or the ports of this State not getting
their fair share. TIn future, I shall tell
hon. members my opinion straight out,
and guite without any hesitation. I do
not propose for the futnre to sit silently
listening to earping criticism of hon.
members who have no justifieation for
taking such a tome. The Government
build works in ihe conslitucucies of those
members, and the works pay neither in-
terest nor sinking fund, and hence the
deficit. And then there is earping eriti-
cism on the score of the deficit.

Hon. J. Mitchell : Where are those
non-paying works?

Mr. TAYLOR: In the agricultural
areas, Where else could they be? I do
not wish to detain the Committee longer.
I conclude by pointing out to hon, mem-
bers oppeosite, in particular, that they
have no justification whatever for finding
fault with the liherality of these Esli-
mates towards their various constituen-
cies,

Mr. HICEMOTT (Pingelly) [9.12}:
Under the heading of additions and im-
provments to opened raillways, there is
an item which T hope is discussable, T
have been a patient listener for the last
fortnight to various debates, and last
night I heard one hon. member remark
that there was a good deal of work avail-
able for unskilled Iabonr. There is just
one little matier in my distriet requiring
the atiention of the Government at the
present time, and affording opportunity
for the emplovment of skilled labour.
Perhaps the present Minister for Lands
will be able to bear me ont in my con-
tention. I refer to the Pingelly railway
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station.  Hon. members who know that
station are aware Llhai a considerable
volune of work is transacted there, and
1l am sure they will agree with me that
the station building is & terribly ram-
chaekle pigeon-hole of a place for the
staff to work in, and is really a disgrace
{o the management of the railways.

Mr. Smith: 1t is as bad as the lead
office.

Mr, HICKMOTT: § desire to bring
1lie matter under the noiiec of the Minis-
ter for Railwayvs. Plans and specifica-
tions, I believe, have been drawn up, and
estimates framed, for-the work; and the
present 15 an opportune time to get the
Pingelly railway station construeted for
lhe roniing harvest. When the item comes
ap T may furiher urge the Government
to proceed with the work. I have no
desire 1o delay the Committee with a long
speech on the Estimates generally; but
this little item T should like to impress
upon the memory of the Ninister for
Railways.

Mr. HEITMANN (Geraldton) [9.14]:
Like most of ihe speakers, T have no
intention of oecupying the time of the
Committee at any length. The member
for Mt. Mavgaret (Mr. Taylor) lhas taken
a hint. T noted that (he hon. member
vomplained of the amount of money being
apent on the agricultural industry, and
I shovld like to point out to him that
he does not appear to realise that the
agrienltural industry, as regards develop-
ment, is in {he same position to-day as
the mining industry of ten or 15 years
age., The ery at one time was that too
much money was being spent on mining.
However, at thal time it was necessary,
in order to develop the mining industry,
that large amounts of money should be
spent on the goldfields, The period dur-
ing which money was Javished on the
moldfields is elear to my recollection,

Mr. Taylor: Take the totals spent on
agriculture and on mining respectively,
ginee the inception of the two industries.

Mr. HEITMANN: It is recognised
that the one industry requires from the
State an amonnt of money vastly in ex-
cess of that which the other requires.
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Years ago grants were made in a lavish
fashion and when 8ir Jobhn Forrest
vigited Cue he gave £500 to the recrea-
tion ground for a start. On a subsequent
occasion when Sir Walter James was
Treasurer assistance was asked for the
mechanies’ institute, and inquiries re-
vealed the faect that, in spife of it being
a mere barn of a place, grants to the
amount of £1.250 had up to then heen
made towards its suppert. Every indus-
tey in those days came in for a fair share
of Qovernment support, In regard to
the Estimates which we have before us,
I am not going to make any complaints,
I have always been prepared to bear with
the Government in bad times as I expeet
them to bear with me in my electorate in
good times. 1 have always beld that the
political opinions of people in a distriet
should not influence the expenditure of
poblic funds, I cannot be acecused of
having acted in that way in this House,
and it cannot be said that I have ever
favoured the poliey of roads and bridges.

Mr. Taylor: Why do Ministers trot
ahont doubtful electorates and make pro-
mises at election time?

3r. HEITMANN: In theory I believe
that is so, but it has not been my experi-
ence in actual praectice. 1 remember two
elections held in Geraldton when the pre-
sent Premier positivelv refused to grant
something which. in my opinion, was jus-
tified, and he declared that he would not
take the request into consideration until
the elections were over. It will be noticed
that in the column dealing with barbours
there is no sum provided for Geraldton,
For some time the (fovernment have been
concerned in considering the question of
providing means for giving greater ship-
ping facilities at this important port. A
promise was made a little while ago that
within a few months something would be
done, and had it not been for the strin-
gency of the money market T believe that
an amount would have been placed on the
Estimates. Tt might be said that the
Government were prepared to find money
to spend at Albany and Bunbury. but T
agree with the leader of the Opposition
when he stated flhat it is unwise to spend
a small sum of monev on hnge works
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whieh cannot he completed for many

years, In regard to Q(eraldton I recog-
nise that the expenditure of a few thou-
sand pounds would mean that the money
would be practieally wasted for many
vears to come, inasmuch as before the
first ship conld be handled in the new
harbour, an expenditure of £300,000
would be reguired. Therefore, to spend
£10,000 or £20.000 in dredging at the
present time would mean that later on
the work would have to be undertaken
again. There is great need in that port
for better shinping facilities, For the
hosiness man who might clamour for a
scheme at one end of a town or the other
I have no interest whatever, but as far
as the producer and the genuine devel-
opment of the State are concerned, it is
the duty of the Government to do every-
thing possible to open up the waterways.
At Geraldton we have a port which will
serve what I believe to be the finest belt
of wheat country in Western Australia.
With the opening of the Wongan Hills-
Mullewa railway the traffic will inerease
rapidly. There are 100 miles of wheat
countiry along that line which will use
Geraldton as its port. We have four
other lines going out from Geraldton into
wheat country, and in addition we have
an important mining distriet in the Mur-
chison., The work of making a harbour
at Geraldton, therefore, must he under-
taken to provide the facilities whieh will
be required in the not distant future.
Reference has heen made by various
speakers to items coming wnder the divi-
sion of water supply. and the member for
Albany complained that in one part of
his electorate they were flooded out with
salt water. He is extremely fortunate
that that flooding ont ocenrred in only
one part of his district and at only
one period of the vear. We in Geraldton
have a water sunply which was provided
for us b¥ the Government and which is
managed bv the Government. but which
is paid for by the people—a snpply
which is as salt as the water from the sea.
Tt contains vn to now B00 erains of salt
per eallon. Seaweed is also running ont
nf the taps and when the water is turned
on in private hounses the people have to
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leave because the smell is terrible, When
we contract to supply a corporation with
a certain commodity the person who re-
ceives that commodity should not be
called upon to pay unless the conditions
are fulfilled. It might be said that the
people of Geraldton agreed to accept lhis
rarticular sapply, but that was only be-
cause a difficulty had been experienced in
obtaining an adequale supply of potable
water. The fault for the defeetive sup-
ply lies with the departmental officers.
Not being satisfied with the supply which
was originally provided, ihey are now
pumping sea water so as to augment it,
and this is what the people of Gerald-
ton are being asked to pay for,

Mr., A. A, Wilson: Were the people
satisfied with the supply?

My, Thomas: Did they not know about
it before they agreed to take it?

Mr. HEITMANN: Years ago the ques-
tion of providing an adeguate supply
was investigated, but the subjeet was then
dropped. Suddenly the depariment
came along with what is known as the
Grimshaw Valley scheme, and the people
were glad and prepared to pay for it
Gradually, however, the quality became
had until at the present fime it is unfit
for use. The Minister might say that the
consumption- has increased during the
rast few months, but that is because of
the dryness of the season and the neces-
sity which has arisen to use more water
in laying the dust in the streets.

Mr. Smith: Why do theyv not sell it as
mineral water? . .

My, HEITMANN: The Minister conld
make as much by selling it as mineral
water because it has certain aperient pro-
perties. The people of Geraldton have
deelined te pay for this water and sum-
monses have beer issued in great num-
bers, The services of auetioneers will he
required in Geraldton at no distant date
hecanse distraint will be levied as the peo-
ple are determined not to pay. Rather
are they prepared to fight the maiter and
contest it in a higher court, Tt is only
fair that as the Government coniracted fo
supply fair quality water, that contract
should be carried out. T simply rose te
draw attention to these two important
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maiters and to ask that they mighi re-
ceive the close attention of the Govern-
ment,

Mr. CUNNINGHAM  (Greenough)
[9.28] - Notwithstanding the faet that
the member for Mt. Margaret nccused
members representing agricultura)l dis-
tricts of having a monopoly of the de-
bate I should like to say a few words
on the Estimates on this gecasion. The
member for Mt. Margaret also stated
that the representatives of the agriecul-
tural distriets should not complain about
the items in regard to harbours which
appear on the Estimates because 80 per
cent. of the loan funds were being de-
voted towards the agricultural industry
and the development of harbours. Some of
the parts, especially Geraldton, are of
equal use to the gold mining industry as
fo the agrienlturists. For instanece, all the
machinery for the Murchison goldfield
is landed through Geraldton, and there-
fore it is of as much advantage to the
people of that field as to the agrieul-
turists in the Vietoria distriet that np-
to-date facilities should be provided at
that port. In the Vietoria distriet we
have one of the largest and hest of our
wheat-growing areas. Several railways
connect there, and still more lines are
required to open up additional areas of
wheat-growing land. To a deputation
which waited upon him recently, the
Premier admitted the necessity for a
complete scheme of work in connection
with the Geraldton harbour. Explain-
ing that the scheme would involve an ex-
penditore of £420,000, he said that as
funds were short it would have to stand
over for a little time, and that mean-
while it would be useless to spend small
sums of money on the harbour. If that
scheme conld be put in hand af once, a
considerable saving would be effected,
because it could be carried out wmore
economically at the present time than
will be possible lafer on. Still, in view
of the Premier’s explanation, the people
of the Victoria district are prepared to
wait for the complete scheme, but we all
sineerely hope that the Government will
not lose sight of its importance. Addi-
tional accommodation should he pro-
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vided on some of our existing railways
in the shape of necessary sidings. I am
not finding fault with any of the items
on the Estimates. I am only sorry that
some of them cannot he added to, and 1
hope fuller provision will be made in the
near future,

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [9.34}: A
perusal of {hese Fstimates serves to sug-
gest that in their drafting some atten-
tion was paid to certain remarks I made
on a previous occasion. One of the chief
factors leading to more prosperous con-
ditions in the near future is the assist-
ance the Government are going to give
to agriculture hy entering on a bold
scheme of providing food supplies, horse
feed, seed and manures in an endeavour
to increase the production of the State.
The whole of our musecle, energy, ability
and brains ought to work for the future
development of all production, whether
it be a bag of flour eapable of turning
out 200 loaves of bread, a side of
leather from which so many boots and
shoes can be produced, an acre of land
which can be made to grow so many ex-
tra bushels or a gold mine which by as-
sistance can double its yield. All these
should be developed to the best of our
ability. If we are going to reap a bene-
fit from the European war it is up to all
the Commonwealth, and this State .
partienlar, to inerease production as
much as possible and make this a coun-
try renowned for its produetive capa-
city. Throughout the Estimates, except
in respect to the assistance to be ren-
dered to agriculturists all over the State,
Avon is conspicuous by its absence. Not-
withstanding that certain works are ur-
gently required in Avon, in view of the
financial situation T am not going to ask
that those works be put in hand. Tam-
min, one of the leading stations on the
Eastern Railway. has been sadly neglected
in regard to a platform. The traffic re-
turns of that centre fullv warrant a plai-
form for the passengers getting in and
out of the trains. One or two success-
ful claims by injnred passengers would
represent more than the cost of putting
up a substantial platform. I know the
standing reply is that the trans-Ausira-
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lan railway will come tbrough there in
the near future, and that the present
is not an opportune time for incurring
the expenditure. However, I hope the
Minister for Railways will bear this
guestion in- mind. Again, railway com-
munieation between Yorkrakine and
North Baandee was promised long ago.
The Minister for Works: When?

Mr. HARRISON: Some years
when the settlement was first made.

The Minister for Works: The Dower-
in-Merredin railway was to have served
those people, but it was taken too far
over.

Mr. HARRISON: Railway communi-
cation was promised by the present Pre-
mier.

My, Piesse: As soon as funds would
permit,

Mr. HARRISON: Certain goldfields
members are for ever deelaring that we in
the agricultural districts are getting tow
much assisiance from the Government,
Had it not been for the adverse climatic
conditions the farmers would never
have asked for that assistance, Again,
had those climatic conditions adversely
affected the goldfields, we would ecer-
tainly have heard from the goldfields
members. One phase of the question sel-
dom borne in mind is the toil and the
amount of capital the farmer has to put
in before getting any return. How many
zoldfields members know that 120 square
feet of land has to he gome over six
times with three to six-horse teams haul-
ing implements that have cost from €6
10s. to £150 for a pennvworth of
wheat gross? If a prospector had no
better incentive than that, he would
abandon his show. (Gold mining has cer-
tainly helped to make Western Austra-
lia what it 1s. Without doubt gold is
the greatest stimulant to ecommerecial
activity vet discovered; bat as a basis of
national wealth it cannot be compared
with agriculture. Agriculturists have
no right to try to prevent the develop-
ment of gold produetion. but neifher
have goldfields members anv right to
east a slur upon the representatives of
the farmers.

ago,
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Mr, McDowall: We do not.

Mr. HARRISON: It had been my in-
tention 1o stress the point that Aven seems
lo have been entirely overlooked in these
Estimates.  However, I hope that on
some future occasion it will receive the
prominence it deserves.

Vote pat and passed,

Vote — Railways and
£888,464 :

ltem, Additions and [mprovements to
opened railways. £100,030:

Hon. J. MITCHELL: 1 understand
there is no stationmaster’s dwelling on
the Wongan Hills-Mullewa line.

The Minisier for Works: That guestion
is being dealt with.

Tramways,

{Mr. McDowall took the Chair.]

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Does this
vofe include a sum for an overhead
bridge at the Melbourne road crossing?

The Premier: No.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: It is a very
necessary work.

The Premier: It is not essential, and
eainot be put in hand at this stage. We
can carry on a little longer without it.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: Over three
years ago the land was resumed, plans
were approved and the money provided
out of revenue. Unqnestionably it is an
urgent work.

The Premier: It will sland over for the
time being.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I protesl
against so urgent a work being allowed fo
stand over. If only on account of the
danger to life, it is very improper to de-
lay it any longer, Level crossings shouid
not be tolerated over a double line and
muech less belween shunting and goods
yards.

The Minister for Works: That is the
reason why the Trans-Australian route
shorld be on the south side of the river.

Hoen, J. D. CONNOLLY : I agree with
that., It is the Minister’s dnty to proteet
life and faeilitate traffic and only a com-
paratively small expenditure would be in-
curred hy this work.

The PREMIER: 1 have not the slight-
est intention to provide the money at pres-

[ASSEMBLY.]

eni to construet this bridge. There are
other works more urgent. We are now
removing the ruoning sheds from West
Perth and rearranging the yards and it
will be preferable io await the completion
of the arrangement before we decide upon
building this bridge. The new bridge will
not facilitate the publie to any great ex-
tent.

Mr. Allen: Yes, it will.

The PREMIER: If the crossing were
closed, it would not cause very great in-
convenience. A bridge is also required at
East Perth, but I have to spend the
money where it will provide the greatest
convenience for the greatest number of
f eople. Under the rearrangement an
overhead bridge at Melbourne-road might
not be neeessary.

Mr. ALLEN: I appreciate the Pre-
mier's candour, but do not agree that ihe
work is not urgent. The City Council
have many times urged the provision of a
bridge. Time-keepers have prepared re-
turns showing that as many as a dozen
vehicles have been delayed at the crossing,
some of them for as long as 20 minutes,
Many went to the subway at West Perth
or took the William-street route rather
than wait. We have been promised a
rearrangemeni of the yards for three
years., How long will it be before the
scheme is completed? The bridge might
not return any revenue but it would con-
venience a large number of business peo-
ple.

The PREMIER; 1t may be inconven-
ient for a man to have to wait 20 minates
before being ahle to cross the line, but it
i5 betler that he should do so than that
finds should be expended at such a time
on wark that is not essential. I am eut-
ting out unneeessary works wherever it
is possible to earry on with exisiing facili-
lies, The level crossing has sufficed in the
|'ast and ean be used for apother year
or iwp, Railway improvements are be-
ing effected but no allerations in the way
of regrading the West Perth-Leederville
hill or the laying down of sidings will be
wndertaken until the running sheds have
beeh removed to East Perth,

My, Allen: When will that be?
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The PREMIER: A fair number of
liands are employed and it will nol he
long.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: When con-
sidering the construetion of a bridge at
Melbourne-road will the Premier bear in
mind the gquestion of making it wide
enough to carry the trams, if necessary?

The PREMIER: I think that will he
essential. We are too prone fo build
overhead bridges at every street crossing
suitable only for light traffic, instead of
having fewer bridges suitable for all pur-
.poses. A bridge at Melbourne-road
should be eapable of carrying all traffic.

Mr. THOMSON: The Broomehill sta-
tion is in a very dilapidated -condition.
Ordinary econveniences should he pro-
vided, Trains arrive at 11 p.m, from Al-
bany and 3 a.m, on the opposite journey,
and yet there is no waiting room for
ladies or shelter for intending passengers.
At Tambellup an overhead footbridge is
required, Not long ago a man was killed
in the railway yard at that place. These
two items would provide a little employ-
ment for skilled men and I eommend
them to the Minister’s eonsideration.

Item, Tramways, Perth Electric,
£23,000:

Hoo. J. D. CONNOLLY: Some time
ago it was suggested that the tram lines
should be removed from Hay-street and
one track laid in Murray-street and the
other in St. George's-terrace.  Againat
the latter proposal a protest was entered.
[s any portion of this amount intendedl
for this work?

Mr. ALLEN: Working men traveliing
on econcession tickets often find it im-
possible to cateh a car at a few minutes
before 8§ a.mm., in eonsequence of it beinyg
overcrowded, and when they are picked
up a few minutes after the hour they are
charged the ordinary fare,

The Premier: They onght to ecateh an
earlier tram.

Mr., ALLEN: If a man is there in
readiness to cateh a car at the proper
hour, and the car, through being over-
erowded, does not stop for him, what is
he to do?

The PREMIER: The men referred ‘to
by the hon, member evidently go to caten

1781

the latest possible ecar on which they ean
travel with a workman’ ticket. The
remedy is to cateh an earlier car, 1In
West Perth they bave not much to eom-
plain about.

Mr., Allen: It is the worst service uof
all. You ought to give the condactors a
litlle discretionary power,

The PREMIER : 1 cannot alter the sys-
tem until the new power house is pro-
vided, In reply to the member for Perth,
no amount has been provided for this
finaneial year, but soon after its close il
will be necessary to do something with the
Hay-street track. Tt will not be too safe
after the wet weather sets in and we shall
have to relay it, or rearrange the routes.
We have not decided that matter defin-
itely, but T think cars going west will
probably take ihe Murray-street route
and those going east will Tun through
Hay-street. There will be very little,
if any, inconvenience to the publie,
if the tram is running in Murray-streel
up to probably about Havelock-street.
and joins the Hay-street traffic again’
at Barrack-street or Hill-street. That
will be better for the traffic and tramway
nperations as well. Tt is a matter we
have yet to consider, but the Commis-
sioner reecommends it,

Tfon. J. D. Connolly: Will Parliament
have an oppertunity of discussing it be-
fore anything is done?

The PREMTER : Parliament wili bave
an opportunity of discussing Lhe matter
afiler it is done. I think it is essentially
o maiter for the tramway operations. We
eannot hold up urgent work for the pur-
pose of calling Parliament together, and
allowing members to discuss matters
about which they Jmow little. It is a
matter for expert opinion and expert
advice. We are not going to take any
one of the tram lines out of the eity of
Perth.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Will the loeal
authorities know before the system is
altered.

The PREMIER: They know every-
thing,

Vote put and passed.

Vote—TITarbours and Rivers, £159487
——agreed to.
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Vote—Water Supply and Sewerage,
<307,359:

Item, Metropolitan Water Supply,
£80,000:

Mr. ALLEN: I am glad to see that
nioney has been placed on the Estimaies
for the Canning water scheme, and T con-
gratulate the Government upon taking
the matter seriously in hand, The pre-
vions Administration neglected it, and it
has remained for this Government to
carry out the work.

The Premier: Yon know what
going to cost.

Mr. ALLEN:
£80,000 down here,
going to start onh it?

I'hne  Premier: The people in the
metropolitan area will have to carry the
burden,

Mr. ALLEN: It does not matter who
carries it. A good water supply is one
of the essential necessities. This is a
work whieh will provide an avenue for
,the absorpiion of a great many of the
unemployed. Of course we want as much
as possible of the material required to be
supplied locally.

Hon., J. D. CONNOLLY: I take it
that £45,886 of the £80,000 has already
been spent. I would like to know what
halance will be available for expenditure
on the Canning reservoir.

The Premier: The column referred to
by the hon. member is accepted as a com-
mifment. Works have been taken in hand
and we are committed to go on with them.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: There is a
sum of £80,000 for the ecommencement of
the metropolitan water scheme.

The Premier: We have not that amount
left.

Hen, J. D. CONNOLLY : Tf ever there
was a work that was absoluiely necessary
it is one to provide a good bhills water
supply for the metropolitan area. The
water at present given to the people is
romething not to be talked londly about.
It is a pity the scheme was not com-
menced many years ago, for T daresay il
will take a long fime to complete. T
should like to know what money it is pro-
posed to spend on it during this financial
vear. It has been reported that in many

it is

There is a som of
When is 1the Premier
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places in the metropolitan area meters
are not supplied, and that people have
carle-blanche to use the water as they
like, Even now tlere is searcely sufficient
water for the streets or for the park.

Mr. Heitmann: Some of the meters
supplied are trick meters.

Hon., J. D. CONNOLLY: We are told
Lthat this is to be the commencement of
the C'anning scheme, and as a representa-
tive of the metropolitan area I am very
pleased to see it.

The Premier: Twenty-five thousand
pounds has heen spent to the end of
December,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Then the
balance 6f £53,000 will be available for
the commencement of the reservoir.

The I’remier: It was available for
water supply purposes.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Of
this sum of £80,000. £41,000 is for general
improvements to the larger mains in the
nmetropolitan area, for the purpose of im-
proving the system generally and for in-
ereasing the pressure of services in the
more outlying portions of the metropolis.
Amongst these general mmprovements are
new sections of mains for increasing the
quantity of Mundaring water which can
be drawn from Guildford into Mt. Eliza,
the cost of same being £13,000. The sim
of £11,000 is for connecting Perth, Clare-
mont, and Fremantle water supplies, and
£12,000 for the continwation of the new
leading mains from Oxford-street to
Reanfort-street. There is a new main
now nearly completed, and in course of
constroction to Beaufort-street. The
additional work on existing service
reservoirs aceounts for £4,000; £11,000 is
for reticulation and extensions generally;
£3,000 is for the purchase and fixing of
new meters; and £3,500 for the purchase
and installation of a new pump at
T.oftus-street.  There is a fairly large
percentage of meters supplied.

The Premier: They are the hest rev-
enue-earning concerns 1 have met with.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They
are pretty costly, of course, but I be-
lieve they will repay themselves,

Hon. J. D. Connolly: How much will
that leave?
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
leaves £12,000 for this financial year.

Hon, J. D. Connolly: Will that carry
on the reservoir till the end of June,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 deo
not anticipate that we shall spend even
that amount. The engineer for the metr:-
politan area bas had the matter in band
for some considerable time past, but he
has not yet been in a position to submit
a definite proposal to the Government.
It is going to be a very big undertaking,
and will probably cost from £900,000 to
£1,000,000,

The Premier: It is estimated io cost
over £1,000,000.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: An
undertaking of that magnitude cannot he
rushed into without the follest possible
information being obtained before a de-
cision is arrived at. There is a certain
amount of expenditure going on all the
time, The engineers are looking into the
whole proposal, and the engineer in
charge expects to be in & position within
the next month or so, to submit his de-
finite proposal for the consideration of
the Government,

Hon. J, Mitchell;: Will Parliament be
consulted before siarting works which
will cost a million pounds?

Hon. J. D. Connolly: They are being
consulted now.

The Premier; If you do not want it,
reduce the item.

Hon, J. Mitchell: We want to see the
plans.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: The hon. mem-
ber has seen the plans already; they are
in the office.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do
not think it is a question that requires
a grealt deal of Parliamentary diseus-
sion, because there are no two opinions
as to the needs for an adequate supply of
water from the hills.

Hon, J. Mitchell: But
question ahout the ecost.

The MINISTER ¥OR MIXES: The
alternative schemes are so few that there
is very little cholee in that direction
either. In any case the work will not have
advanced very much before next sesson,
when we will be in a position to submii

there is no
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final proposals, There will be some part
of the money expended before that,

Mr. FOLEY: In connection with storm
water drainage, the people in the distriets
of the metropolitan area in which I re-
side have mno such drainage, although
they have to pay rates.

Hon, J. D. Connolly: It is for the local
authorities to connect yon up.

Mr. FOLEY: But there is no storm
water drainage to eonnect up with.

'The Premier: There must be.

Mr, FOLEY: They could, of course,
take it away down to Loftus-street, but
that wounld involve spending thousands of
pounds to connect the particular part of
the distriet in which I live. What bene-
fit do we get for the tax imposed?

Mr. GREEN: I should like again to
ask whether there is any prospect of the
abolition of meter rents on the goldfields,
seeing that meter rents are not charged
in the metropolitan area. The Govern-
ment must recognise the justice of my
contention.

The Premier: The Government ean do
anything if they are given the money to
do it with.

Mr, Foley: Some consumers have paid
for their meters over and over again.

Mr. GREEN: There is a good deal of
irritation in Kalgoorlie and Bonlder be-
cause of this diserimination against the
goldfields, 1t would be equally just to
charge the purchaser of sugar an amount
for lire of the scales on which the sagar
is weighed, as to charge rent for the
meter that measures the water used.

The CHATRMAN: Before ihe discus-
sion proceeds further, I wish to say that
I have now allowed disenssion on two
questions which are not within the Loan
Esiimates, and 1 find these discussions
are dragged out to an undue length.
Therefore, I shall allow no more irre-
levant diseussion,

Item, Water Supply in agricultural
distriets, inclading drainage and irriga-
tion, £20,000:

Hon. J. MITCHELL: In respect of
this expenditure the Government will ex-
vect from the farmers a return sufficient
to meel inlerest and sinking fund. Is
the eharge for water to be on Lhe present
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secale? If so, the scale will be far too
high. The Government ought not to en-

deavour to make a profit on this expendi-
ture,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member is somewhat worried as to
the paymenis which may be made by the
farmers; and the Government, and es-
pecially the Treasurer, are also very much
worried about those payments, However,
this ifem has nothing te do with exten-
sions from the goldfields water scheme,
which are covered by the previous item
on these Kstimates, The present item re-
presents large expenditure which pro-
duces no return: the sinking of tanks,
wells, and bores all over the country.
It is incurred more especially in those
distriets in which the member for Nor-
tham (Hon, J. Mitchell) placed settlers
without making any provision for water
supply. The water from the tanks, wells,
and bores constructed out of this expen-
diture is free to all, no charge whatever
being made for it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The previons
Government spent £60,00 on the same
work.,

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Development of goldfields and
mineral resources, £108,000:

Ttem, Lrection of Siate batteries and
provision of treatment plant, £21,000:

Mr. FOLEY: Can the Minister state
the amount of money spent during the
past two years in the granting of cartage
subsidies to men worling shows situated
at long distanees from the State bat-
teries? When the previons erushing
charges were in operation, battery man-
agers were allowed some diseretion in
respeet of such subsidies or rebates.

Hon. J, Mitchell: Was that not in
Mr, Gregory’s time?

Mr. FOLEY: Yes; and had it not been
for Mr. Gregory’s hoodwinking the pros-
pectors, the original charges would still
be in force.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
not able to give offband the information
desired, but, as the hon. member knows,
the cartage subsidy applied mostly 1o
new districts and trial erushings. That
subsidy is not continued after a trial
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erushing has afforded some idea of what
ihe stone from a show is worth, Last
year’s expenditure in this connection was
between £900 and £1,000.

Mr. FOLEY: If the Minister had the
figures available, he could have stated
what advances have been made to pros-
pectors, and he could have shown that
the legitimale prospector has returned a
good deal of money to the department,

Vole put and passed.

Vote —— Development
£030,500:

Item, Abattoirs, cold storage, freezing,
chilling, and canning works, Wyndham,
refrigerating works, export depédt, grain
sheds, and sale yards, £32,000:

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Ou this item, I
wish to ask the Minister whether he ean
tell us what is happening at Guildford,
what amount has been spent there, and
whether any amounts are on these KEsh-
mates for further works there; also what
he intends to do about abattoirs for the
metropolitan area?

Mr. MALE: For the freezing works at
Wyndham the amount provided is not
very large. The probable cost of the
works will ruun into the best part of
£100,000,

The Premier: You cannot get every-
thing done for £100.000.

Mr, MALE: It would be inferesting
to know to what extent we are committing
the country and when the works are likely
to be completed. We might also be given
some information as to the infention of
the Government regarding the manage-
ment of the works. When the works are
completed it will also be necessary to
charter refrigerating steamers for carry-
ing meat supplies to Britain, because
more meat will be handled than will be
required in our own market.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
fact that this question has been under
consideration for a number of years is
evidence of the difficulty in dealing with
a propesition of this nature. Plans are
now being prepared, and on the question
of the price depends whether we waill
proceed further with them. We are
opening up negotiations with a view of
seeing how the works can be conducted,

of Agriculture,
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how the purchasing ean be done at this
end, what eonditions ean be made with
the pastoralists, and how we shall over-
come the diffieulty of shipping and
marketing at the other end. Cabinet is
giving very careful eonsideration to the
matter. If the priee is all right and the
negotiations are satisfactory, there is a
possibility that the works may be ready
by next vear. Negotiations have not pro-

ceeded far enough to enable a more
definite statement to be made. That the
works at Port Darwin will interfere

materially with those at Wyndham is not
correct and that the people who are ereet-
ing works at Port Darwin have been pur-
chasing stations and stock in Western
Australia iz also not correct. The two
people are separate and distinet. One
company are erecting works under agree-
ment with the Federal Government and
there are certain individvals who have
been buying the stations and the ecattle.
It will be found to be a matier of pounds,
shillings, and pence with these people, in-
asmuch as- when they discover they ean
take stoek to Wyndham at a lower eost
than to Port Darwin, T am inclined to
think they will send the stock to Wynd-
ham,

Mr. MALE: The reply which the Min-
ister has made is what I desired to bear,
and what the country had the right te
know. We are convineced of the necessity
for providing freezing, canning, and
chilling works at Wyndham providing we
can arrange some definite scheme which
will prove a profitable one. We ean
hardly expect the Minister to tell ns with
whom he is negotiating.

The Premier: Do vou anticipate that it
will be profitable from the point of view
of the Treasury?

Mr. MALE: If the scheme is properly
carried out and handled it ghould be
profitable, not only from the point of view
of the working and running of the freez-
ing works, but from the point of view of
the State generally and particularly of
the pastoralists of that portion of the
State.

The Premior: After allowing for the
eapital ontlay?
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Mr, MALE: T do not know what the
eapital outlay will be. Provided the Port
Darwin works did not unduly interfere
with the trade in that portion of the
State, then undoubtedly the Wyndham
works, if properly launched, will be a
reasonably profitable undertaking. There
will then be an inducement for the people
in that portion of the State to inerease
their herds considerably in excess of what
they are at the present time. It will also
be an inducement for them to improve
the stoek, The present Minister for Landa
came back from there and told us the
class of stock being bred was not fit for
the export trade. TUntil there is an in-
dncement, by the initiation of an export
trade, to improve and inerease our herds,
it eannot he done.

The Premier: If, when we have spent
the money, the cattle growers do not
respond, what shall we do?

AMr. MALE: But they will respond.

The Premier: Will they not bhe pre-
jndiced against the works being State-
owned

Mr. MALE: No.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): Do not vou refuse to travel
on the State steamers?

Mr. MALE: Not when their running
snits my convenience.

Hon. R. H. TUnderwood (Honorary
Minister} : Yon said you would not travel
on a State steamer.

Mr. MALE. I never did.

Mr. Folev: Do not you think 1t is a
gooid opportunity for private enterprise
to erect the freezing works?

Mr. MALE: It is so good an oppor-
tonity that private enterprise is actnally
erecting freezing works at Port Darwin.

Mr. Foley: American private enter-
prise.

Mr. MALLE: No, it is English capital.

Mr. Foley: Americans own all the
herds,

Mr. MALE: No. it i= English capital.

The Minister for Lands: But the freez-
ing works represent American eapital.

Mr. MALE: They are being erected
by the cold storage company. The hon.
wember has said that the Darwin works
will not affect the Wyndham works., I
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agree that Wyndham has advantages
over Darwin; but the people who have
put ftheir capital into this private enter-
prise in the Northern Territory have al-
so put capital into stations in this State,
and I undersand that the erection of the
freezing works is being carried out by a
different company. At the same time
there are, between the different com-
panies, financial arrangements which
will influence the produce of those sta-
tions into the works at Darwin, If the
(Government ean (reat the meat at Wynd-
ham at a lower price, and to better ad-
vantage, I have no doubt they will nlti-
mately divert a lot of that trade to
Wyndham.

Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): What did your Goveroment
do?

Mr. MALE: They lost several seats at
the 1911 elections through the members
of the present Government, and their
followers, declaring io the electors that
it was an iniquitous thing to allow the
erection of freezing works at Wyndham.

The Premier: That is not correct.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: And the same
thing occurred at the 1908 general elec-
tion.

The Premier: It is not eorrect. We
objected to the giving of a subsidy to a
private company.

Mr. MALE: The present Government
are to be congratulated on having come
round to our views and realised the
necessity for evecting these works. It
would he well if, when the negotiations
are complete, the Minister would let the
country know exaectly what he intends
to do in the matter. The erection of
freezing works has been hung uwp too
long. It would be mueh better if we
eould treat at Wyndham the cattle we
are to-day exporting.

Mr. ALLEN: What is being done in
regard to the eold storage markets at
West Perth? In reply te a deputation
the present Minister for Lands said the
Government were taking the matter in
hand seriously, and that an officer was
to be sent to the Eastern States to in-
vestigate. I see no provision here.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
have an olficer in the Eastern States
making investigations. On  lis  re-
turn  he will prepare plans and
when they are ready I am prepared
to take the advice of fruit growers
s¢ that we ean evolve somalling
up te date. This vote is to provide for
expenditure to the 30th June, and only a
small outlay will be incurred during that
period,

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Roads and Bridges, Public
Buildings, ete., £134,000:

Item, Public Buildings, £85,000;

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: What

amount is provided for a maternity hes-
pital, and is it to be an adjunct of the
Perth  Publie Hospital or a proper
women’s hospital, as was definitely pro-
mised? This work should have heen car-
ried out two or three years ago. It was
proposed that the Government should pay
& certain amount towards extending the
House of Merey. In the country there is
a ecrying need for trained midwifery
narses,

Mr, Foley: Maternity wards are being
erected in many places.

Hon. J, D. CONNOLLY: I am speak-
ing of the training of nurses in this
branch of work.

Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): We are training 30 a year.

Hon, J. D, CONNOLLY: Women in
the eouniry cannot leave their children
but must be attended in their own homes.
The erection of this hospital should be
commenced at onee, in order that nurses
wight have an opportunity to receive
their training in this State. In order to
receive training to satisfy the require-
ments of the Ausivalian Trained Nurses’
Assoeiation, they have to go to the East-
ern Btates, A sum of £900 was collected
by the women of Perth towards a mem-
orial hospital, and they were willing to
devole it in an extension of {he House
of Merey, but the Premier promised them
that a large hospital would be huilt.

My, SMITH: T endorse the remarks of
the memher for Perth. The Government
should reconsider their decision in regard
to providing a maternity ward at the
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Perth Public Hospital, and should erect
a maternity hospital, Will the Minister
say whether this item includes an amount
for a building to house Government
staffs? The ex-Minister for Works gave
us to understand that tbere was a scheme
to erect Government offices, and if that
is so will the Government give us an op-
portunity to inspect the plans?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Of
this amount, £2,000 is for a wmaternity
hospital,

Hon, J. D. Connolly: What is the total
estimated cost?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
depends where the hospital will be. If I
had my way, it wounld be at the Perth
Public Hospital at a cost of £6,000. To-
wards new Government offices, £3,500 is
provided. It is impossible to lay ibe jlans
on the Table, because the architects are
engaged in preparing them,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLILY : What arrange-
menis have been made in regard to the
maternity hospital? Is it intended to
merely have a maternity ward ab ihe
Perth Pablic Hospital

The MINISTER FOR WORES: It
had been decided to build a temporary
ward at the Perth Public Hospital, but
since then representations have been made
fo the Government and are now being
considered,

Hon. Frank Wilson:; Wherever von put
it, do not bave it there,

liem, Perth-Fremantle Road, reinstate-
ment, £29,000:

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Does the
Minister intend to carry out the declared
policy of the ex-Minister for Works in
regard to the alloeation of the cost
of reconstructing the Pérth-Fremantle
road? Tt was intended to charze
the Perth City Council ope-third of
the amount. Since then the ecoun-
cil, aithongh they receive praetically no
rates from abuiting properties, have un-
dertaken {he construction of their portion
at a cost of £3,000 or £4,000. Is it in-
tended to still charge them with one-third
of the cost of the road?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
intend to follow the policy of the Govern-
ment and not that of the late Minister
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for Works in regard to repayment on the
construetion of the Perth-Fremantle road.
The Government have extended the period
of repayment from 10 to 15 years. In
regard to the money expended by the
Perth City Council, tbis matter will be
considered by Cabinet at an early date.
The towns of Perth and Fremaatle will
benefit more by the cobstruetion of the
road than any other distriet in between.

Hon, J, D. Connolly: How are you to
get the money?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
will keep it out of their subsidies if we
cannot get it otherwise.

Vote put and passed.

Voie — Other State
£205715

Item, Agricultural Implement YWorks—
Foundry, Meter and (teneral Workshops,
£15,000:

Mr. ALLEN: Do the Government pro-
pose to manufacture their own meters?
There is in my electorate a meter factory
which was established by a gentleman in
England who sent ount eapital for the pur-
pose, If the Government are going to
make their own meters this enterprise
will be affected.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
the intention of (he Government ulti-
mately to manufacture their own meters,
At the present time arrangements are
made to supply them and this gentleman
can be taken into consideration with
others.

Mr. Allen: Will the Government be
prepared to make the present proprietor
an offer for the plant9

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
cannot give that undertaking.

Mr. ALLEXN: T protest against the
Government coming into these enterprises.
It is manifestly unfair and will only
relard the progress of the State. This
zentlernan has sent out a considerable
sum of money for the establishment of
the works here.

The Premicr: Merely to supply Gov-
ernment requirements.

Hon. Frank Wilson: He was encour-
aged to eome here.

Mr. ALLEXN: Tt is only on a par with
Other cases. 1t is no inducement for

undertakings,
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Fnglish or any other capital to start an
enterprise in this State, because the Gov-
ernment, immediately a business begins
te pay, commence in competition against
it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They bave done
that ali round.

Mr. FOLEY : I heard the hon. member
when he spoke on a similar item say that
private enierprise should be encouraged.
So far as the firm that he mentioned
goes, I believe it was encouraged to come
here by the present leader of the Op-
position.

Hon., Frank Wilson: Certainly.

Mr. FOLEY: The proprietor was told
that when the contract was fnished steps
would be taken to see that he got more
work.

Hop. Frank Wilson: Certainly.

Mr., FOLEY: Was the leader of the
Opposilion conserving the interesis of Lhe
firm or those of the State?

Hon., Frapk Wilson: The interests of
the Siate.

The Premier: Then why worry about
the tirm?%

Mr, FOLEY: If we are considering
the interests of the State it means that
any man caa get a litlle pettifogging con-
tract, and that onee he puts up machinery
the State must keep that man going for
all time. I am led to believe on good
anthority thai the present firm, after the
State had given it every consideration,
did not in return eonsider the State, for
when a copiraet for meters was finished
and tenders were called for more the firm
immediately jumped the price up 10s. a
meter,

Mr. Allen. You are often led astray,

Mr., FOLEY: 1 defy the leader of the
Opposition or the member for West Perth
to disprove my statement.

Hon. Fravk Wilson: What rubbish.

Mr. FOLEY: I want lo see every in-
dustry encouraged.

Mr. Allen: The more small firms we
have the better.

Mr. FOLEY: But I do not see why
any firm should turn round and treab the
Government as this firm has done. If
this sort of thing is allowed I say that
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{he Governtoent are nol conserving the
best interests of the State. 1f Australian
industries are to be worked on those lines,
let us get the goods from anywhere.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: There is a
sumn of £11,000 provided for brick works,
which have been practically under con-
struction for a number of years. 1 think
they have only produced some 40,000
bricks,

The Minister for Works: 1f you -had
been present the other night you wounld
have heard the number of bricks they
have produced.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : 1 should like
to hear from the Minister some further
details as to costs, and as to bow it is
proposed Lo expend lhis money. I pro-
test against the item altogether, especially
in view of {he fact that we are to spend
money on producing bricks which are not
wanted at the presen{ time.

Mr. Smith: And bricks that are very
suitable for fowl houses.

Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY: 1 protest
against the extra expenditure upon this
unnecessary work.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ap-
prosimately the cost to date 1s £25,000,
By the end of March, it is hoped, we shall
be able to turn out some bricks to be used
in public building works. No bricks have
yet been produced from the Hoffman
kiln. Owing to the war there has been
delay in the receipt of some machinery.
This bas just arrived.

Item, Workers’ homes, working ecapi-
ial, £100,000:

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Is this amount
required to eomplete workers’ homes in
hand at the present time? I understand
it was the intention of the Government
not to embark on further expendifure
in this conneetion,

The PREMIER: As the hon. member
may see by a return which has been
placed in his hands, £72,000 had been ex-
pended in this connection at the end of
December last.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: What is to be
done with the balanece, £28,000%

The Premier: There are certain com-
mitments.
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Hon, J. MITCHELL: Where are these
homes to be built?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In
various parts of the State—Geraldton,
Narrogin, and the metropolitan area.
They are already started.

Vote put and passed.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

BILL—AFPPROPRIATION,
All Stages.

Message from the Governor received
and read recommending appropriation in
eonnection with the Bill.

In aecordance with the resolutions
adopted in Committee of Supply and
Ways and Means leave obtained to intro-

duce the Appropriation Bill, which was
read a first time.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon, J. Scaddan—
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe) [11.15] in moving
the second reading said: This is the usual
Bill which is introduced after the Rev-

enue Estimates and the TLoan Estimates -

have passed this Chamber. An Appro-
priation Bill accompanies those Estimates
to another place, Hon, members will ob-
serve that attached to the Appropriation
Bill is what is generally known as the
LExcess Bill, the purpose of which is to
adjust the expenditure under Treasurer’s
Advance Account for the previous finan-
cial year. This expenditore, in aceord-
ance with the previous Appropriation
Act, must be adjusted before the 30th
June, 1815; or T may put it that the
expenditure in question had to he sub-
mitted to Parliament prior to the expira-
fion of the eurrent financial year. That
is now provided for. Otherwise, the form
of this measure is exactly similar to that
of every preceding Appropriation Bill.
Although there is an increase of
£100.000 in the amount of “Adrance to
Treasurer” under this Bill. hon. members
on turning to page 3 will see it is made
elear that the £119.170 authorised in the
early part of the session for “Special
Advances” forms portion of the total
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“Advance to Treasurer.” Last year Par-
hiament provided £223145 under a special
Act, and £250,000 under the Appropria-
tion Act; and there was nothing to in-
dicate that these eould not be treated as
two distinet anthorities. However, in ask-
ing for £350,000 this year, I have made
the position clear; and I may add that
from experience it is realised that a lesser
sum than £350,000 wonld be inadequate,
Perhaps it may not seem necessary to
mention the increase at all, but I give
hon. members the information in case
they may desire it. I wish to explain,
further, that the Treasurer’s Advance
Account is now charged with all excess
on revehue items as well as on loan ifems.
If before the close of this finaneial year
it should be found necessary to excess
any item of either the Loan Estimates or
the Revenue Estimates, such excess must
be charged against some aceount; and the
practice is fo charge against the Trea-
sorer’s Advance Aceount, On some oc-
easions we have found it a somewhat
diffieult matter to keep within the exact
amount provided for this purpose by the
Appropriation Act.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You did not suceeed
last time, aceording to the Auditor Gen-
eral.

The PREMIER: There has been diffi-
culty because we have introduced a new
system in the departments which renders
it more diffieult. We do not like the
making of transfers from one item to
another, The practice has heen where,
for example, under a division £1,000 was
provided for salary and £500 for inei-
dentals, and the salary item required to
he exeessed whilst there was a balance
remaining of the incidentals item, simply
to transfer that balanee, without making
any provision such as establishing a fur-
ther fund for salaries. Parliament never
intended that Votes should be cut about
in that fashion, which, moreover, allowed
the actual expenditure to be covered up
or hidden, if that procedure was deemed
expedient.

Hon. J. Mitchell; But the thing comes
up again.

The PREMIER: I am speaking of the
methods adopted.
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Hon. J. Mitchell : Your methods are no

good.

The PREMIER: We have compelled
all departments to keep within the
amounts provided on the Fstimates. If
a department wishes to exceed a Vote
passed by Parliament, then reasons must
be put up and authority obtained for
stch excessing, instead of resorting to the
methad of transfer, which formerly was
adopted without the knowledge of the
Treasurer, whose business is to control
expenditure. under the direction of Par-
liament. TUnder the system we have -
troduced, not an ilem can be excessed to
the extent of even a single pound withont
the Treasurer’s prior sanetion; and then
such excess is charged against the Trea-
surer’'s Advance. Formerly, the practice
was, as I say, simply to transfer; and that
praetice is wrong inasmnch as it takes
the control of the purse-strings away,
firstly from the Treasurer, and secondly
from Parliament. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time,

Question put and passed.

Rill read a second time.

In Committee,

Mr. MeDowall in the chair; the Pre-
mier in charge of the Bill,

Clanses 1, 2—agreed fo.

Schedules A, B. C. D—agreed to.

Schedule E.-—Advance to Treasurer:

The PREMIER: In accordance with
the statement T made when we diseunssed
the question of increases to public ser-
vants, I have provided the amount shown
in this schedule, and it will inclnde the
payment of expenses of an unforeseen
nature, also increases of salaries in ae-
cordance with the decisions of the Appeal
Board chargeable against the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund or the General
Loan Fund.

Schedule passed.

Schednle F.—Txcess:

Hon, J. MITCHELL: In this schedule
under the heading of thé Premier’s office™
there is an ilem “Secretary—payment in
lien of 12 weeks’ leave, £1135.” Doees that
refer {o the late secretary?

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER: The amount is 1n
lieu of leave which had accrued while the
officer orcupied the position of secretary
to the Premier; he was treated as any
other officer would have been treated.

Mr, SMITH: Is he the same secretary
who is shown under “London Ageney—
contingencies” to be receiving £1547 The
Premier might improve the schedule if
he gave the names of the officers.

The PREMIER : No; that is Mr. Hare,
Lhe ex-secretary,

Schedule put and passed.

Schedule G—agreed to.

Preamble, title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopled,

Read a third time and transmiited to
the Legislative Counecil.

BILL—VERMIN BOARDS ACT
AMENDMENT.
Request for Conference.

Message received from the Council as
follows:—“The Legislative Couneil ac-
quaints the Tegislative Assembly in reply
to Message No. 39 that it is willing to
grant a free conference respecting the
Vermin Boards Act Amendment Bill,
and has appointed the Hon. Sir E. H.
Wittenoom, Hon, J. Duffell, and the Col-
onial Seeretarv managers for the Legis-
lative Counecil, and the President’s room
as the place, and 445 p.m. on Tuesday,
2nd March, as the time to receive the
managers of the Legislative Assembly.”

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan—
Brown Hill-Tvanhoe} [11.30]: I move—

That a Message be transmitted to

the Council acquainiing them that the

Assembly would be adjourned over

Tuesday, and requesting fhat the Con-

ference may be keld on Wednesday, 3rd

Mareh, at 4.45 p.m,

Question passed.

BILT—LOAN, £2,550,000.
Second Reading.
Order of the Day read for resump-
tion from the 23rd February. of the de-
bate on the second reading.
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Question put and passed,
Bill read a second time.

In Commiitee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Couneil.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

The PREMIER (Hon, J. Seaddan—
Brown Hill-Tvanhoe) [11.33]: I move—

That the House at ils rising adjourn
tll 4.30 p.m. on Wednesday next.
Question passed.

House adjourned at 11.35 p.m.

Tegislative Councit,
Tuesday, 2nd March, 1915.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Seeretary: 1, Bunbury
Harbour Board, fifth annual report with
financial statement and Aunditor General’s
report. 2, Moola Bulla Cattle Station,
financial statement for year ended 30th
June, 1914, and Auditor General’s report.
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QUESTION—LOAN MONEY AND
INTEREST.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOQOM asked
the Colonial Seeretary: 1, Whai is the
total amount of loan money borrowed by
this State to the 31st December, 19147 2,
The interest pald in conneetion with
loans for the year 19147

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, £33,927,231 7s. 3d. (exeluding
£1,566,000 borrowed from the Savings
Bank on acecount of the Agrienltural
Bank). 2, £1,169,947 2s. 1d.

QUESTION—CONTROL OF TRADE
COMMISSION,

Travelling Allowance.

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENQOM asked
the Colonial Secretary: What is the tra-
velling allowanee to the members of the
Board appointed under the Control of
Trade in War Time Aet?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: Civil Service scale,

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon, J. F. ALLEN,
leave of absence for six consecntive sit-
tings granted to the Hon. R. J. Lynn on
the ground of urgent private business;
and on motion by Hon, J. CORNELL,
leave of absence for six comsecutive sit-
tings granted to the Hon. J. E. Dodd on
the ground of ill-health,

MOTION—STATE TRADING , CON-
CERNS.

To print Balance Sheets.

On motion by Hon. H. P. COLE-
BATCH (East), resolved: “That it be
an instruetion to the Printing Commit-
tee that all existing and fubture balance
sheets of State trading concerns, with the
reports of the Auditor General, if any,
on same, should be printed as Parliamen-
tary papers.”



